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E . xcellent Majeſty 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty - 


| O permit me, 'moſt chalk. 
| fully,to acknowledve; that 


it 1s Your Majeſty's very 
gracious Approbation of another 
Endeavour, to revive the decay'd 


| Picty and Vertue of the Age;which 
| 


as 1t animates me to proceed in 
that, and has almoſt brought it to 
Perfection, ! {o,it, was the great En- 
couragement of this. In which 1 
have endeavour'd to perſuade, and 
dire&to the right ule of this bleſſed 

A: 2 Sacra- 
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The Dedication. 


"Sacrament ;- which is perhaps the_ 
beſt and moſt effeftual Means that 
our Lord has left in his Church, to 
-promote and maintain in it the 


Love of God, and of our Neigh- 
bour. And may it pleaſe Your 


Sacred Majeſty to give leave, that +« 


I may encourage my ſelf from the 
Favour mention d, to umplore and 
hope for the Honour of Your Ma- 
zeſty's Patronage to this {mall Piece 
allo. Iam, and defire to be as 
long as I live, 


Your Majeſty's mot Obedient 
and Dutiful SubjedF, 


"Of Theophilus Dorrington. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Have in this little Book diſtinly 
ſtated and repreſented that ſolemn 
Covenant with Almighty God, which we 
all of us enter into in our Baptiſm. Be- 
cauſe ſince the Receiving of the Lord's 
Supper is deſegn'd for a Renewal and Con- 
firmation of that Covenant , the diftindt 
K nowledee of that is neceſſary to our Fir- 
meſs for this Sacrament +, and I have fur- 
ther diſpers'd, through the whole, many 
weighty Arguments to induce Men to. hee 
chef; to that Covenant ; it being to —_— 
ouly TWay of Salvation : That ſo I might 
at once promote in many a religions. aud 
good Life ;, a Fitneſs for this Sacrament ; 
and the Attainment of their everlaſting 
Salvation. | : 
* And having made this the SubjeF and 
Scope of . this Book,, think it may not 
be amiſs to ſuggeit, that it is very fit to 
A 3 be 
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An Advertiſement. | 
be recommended and preſented by thoſe - i 


who have taken upon them the charitable 
Office of beingGod-fathers,or God-mothers, 
to ſuch as they have preſented to God at 
the. ſacred Font. It is the certain Duty 
of theſe ſpiritual Parents, and the Charge 
laid upon them by the Church, to concern 
themſelyes afterwards , and take all the .. 
Care, they ' can , © that the Child may be 
tangbt, as ſaon as it 3s able to learw, wheat 
2 Jolemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſuon, 
it. has ' made by them. This Duty and 
Charge they would hereby, in ſome mea- 
ſure: perform. eſpecially if they would 
alſa concern themſelves after a, time to- 
know ' what uſe their ſpiritual Children 
bave made of it. Certainly if the Du- 
ties and Charge of this moſt uſeful ſpi- 
Hitual Relation were conſcientionſly mind- 
ed, and in thit and the like ways per- 
form'd';, we ſhould not fee ſo much deplo- 
rable Wickedneſs among Profeſſors of Chri- 
fttunity as there is, and we might reaſona- 
bly hope to ſee the next Generation, at fur- 
roſs deliver'd from the Vices and Madneſs 
” f Je. RN Jr v . 
2 Nox | ſee this Covenant is implied in 
Baptiſm, mhen it is not expreſs'd in our 
way : 


An Advertiſement. 

way: This Book will be uſeful to be read 

. © inall Families, in order to train up young 
People.in the Knowledge of their Ingage- 
ments to God, and in the way of their Salua- 
tion, and to a Fitneſs for this bleſſed Sa- 

 erament, that th:y may be confirm'd in that 
way. To adapt it the better to ſuch an uſe, 
T have added in the End a Prayer, which 
is proper to be uſed after the reading of any 
part of the Book in the Family or Cloſet. 
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TO:TH-S 


Right and Profitable Receiving 


QOF-THYE 
LORD: SUPPFER 
Seht, I, The Inirodation. 


Ebriſtian Reader, 

HOU haft here repreſented'to thee, ina lits 
tle room, I think, all that is neceſſary to ren» 
der thee a meet and profitable Receiver of. 
the holy and moſt comfortable Sacrament of 

the Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, And I 
ſuppoſe it is in ſuch a Manner repreſented, as is moſt 
fit and likely, with the Bleſſing of God, to poſſeſs thee 
with all the Qualifications requiſite in him that comes 
ro this Sacrament, if: thou wilt afford this little Book a 
ſerious and frequent pernſal. If thou haſt been ſo un- 
happy, and ſo much miſtaken in thy true Intereft,. as 
never to have laid theſe things to Heart before, and to 
have liv'd in the negle& of this bleſſed Ordinance 1 
would adviſe, 1 would intreat thee often-to- read and 
ftudy theſe things, till thou art familiarly acquainted, 
and deeply afﬀetted with them 5 that thou may'ſ to thy 
Advantage come well prepar'd to this Sacrament, It 
the things herein contain'd have already afﬀetted thy 
Heart, and had a good Influence on thy Life, and thou 
art a frequent Attendant upon this Sacrament, it may 
ſuffice to read this Book as often as thou cant on the 
Week before thou comeſt to it, as a good Week's Pre- 
| paration for jt, And for _ who communicate eve- 
| «$ $1 
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ry Lord's Day (as I wiſh all Chriftians did) it may ſuf- 
tice, commonly, to r2tire ſome time on the Day before, * 
or get up the ſooner on the Sacrament-day, and feriouſ- 
ly meditate on the Exerciſes herein propos'd, which are 
defign'd toexcite him that has an habitual fitneſs for this 
Sacrament into an: altual one, and are uſeful for that 
purpoſe. I ſay commonly this may be enough for ſuch ;; 
but yet even they, alſo way find it neceffary and uſeful 
ſometimes, when leiſure allows, to read the whole. 
Becauſe what is requiſite to render a Man a meet Re- 
ceiver of this Sacrament is alſo neceflary, and is ſuffi- 
Cient to conftitute a good Chriſtian, and to bring him 
to Heaven : Thzrefore I have ſaid in the Title, that the 
whole Method and Way of our Salvation: is herein 
plainly declar'd. So that if any Soul be ſolicitous about 
that Grand and moft Concerning Queſtion, What mnt 
1 do to be ſaved ? he may find it herein refolv'd. And 
whether this Holy Sacrament may be accounted and 
uſed as a Means of Converſion to a Good Life or not 
yet 1 hope, that by the Bleſhng of God, this little Book 
may be ſuch a Means to many, if Men will but think 
it worth their while ro do fo much towards their own 
Everlafting Happineſs, as to read and conlider ſo ſmall 


a Treatile, 
The PRAYER © 

Mz Y the God of all Grace, Lover of Souls, to whom 

1he Redemprion and Salvation of Mankind is ſo ve- 
ay dear y and who invites us to this Sacrament as the way to 
Heaven, and that be may berein give us tbe happy Forenaſts 
ef it : Bleſs this my weak Endeavour, and give it 4 Succeſs 
according to the Greameſs of bis Power and Love z, 10 the 
promorirg in many Hearts tbe Love of this Sacrament, and 
their frequent and comfortable Anendance upon it 1 and to 
the bringing many Souls 10 Happineſs and Glory, for the ſake 
of Feſus Chriſt our Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


Se. II. The Creation of Man. 


HEN it is ſaid in the firſt Chapter of Geneſis, 
V that God ſaw every thing that he bad made, an4 


bebald is mas very good : "This means, that the Creator, 
npon 


to the Lozd's Supper. 3 
upon the review of his Works, was pleaſed and delight- 
— edin them 3 and that he hated nothing that he had 
made ; For, what we hate, we wiſh that it were not,. 
eſpecially not ſuch as it is. If therefore the Creator had 
hated any thing that he had! made, he had made it to- 
be. ſuch as 'he would not have it to be 3 which is not 
to be ſuppoſed of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and: 
of ſuch Puwer as is able to make every thing what he 
pleaſes it ſhall be. Mankind therefore, amung the 6- 
ther Works of God, were made very goad, and, were 
leaſing to.our Maker. Indeed he made Man a very 
oble and Excellent ſort of Creature, ſuch as muſt be 
peculiarly pleaſing to himſelf above 4ll things in this- 
lower World ; As we may judge by thoſe words in 
Gen. 1, 27. God created Man in his own Image. This was- 
the peculiar Glory of Man, and that which chiefly ad- 
vanced him: above the Creatures about him 7 And it 
did principally confift in theſe things following ; That 
as he had Faculties capable of knowing, loving and 0» 
beying God, he was diſpoſed ro do ſo; He kaew God: 
to be the moſt excellent Being, and did accordingly 
reverence and efteem him : He knew him to be the 
Fountain. Good, and his chief Good, and did accor-- 
divgly fix the Choice of his Will upon him z and ya- 
lued his Favqur and Love, by which we enjoy God, as - 
his greateſt and only Felicity, There was then no Er- 
ror or. falſe Reaſoning in his Underſtanding, no per- 
verſe Choice in his Wilt, no Tnordinacy in any of his 
Appetites, no Motions in them contrary to his Reaſon, 
In nothing, , was Man iactin'd to contradift his Duty 
to God, or-any of the Eternal Laws of Righteouſneſs. 
Upon , this account it was that Man was very good, and 
helgy'd-gf his Maker. And bcing tb belov'd, he liv'd 
ia perf Peace and Hapyi:,cf- ; He was not encum= 
bred with any Evil; he wanted nothing that he had oc+ 
cafion for, It appears his kind Creator would not ceaſe 
doing for him, till he had provided for all his Neceſ- 
ſities and Deſires z. that ſo he might be compleatly hap- 
Py Man then enjoy'd the willing and rcady Service 
of, all the Creatures about hin. He enjoy'd himfelf, 
akd.could with Pleaſure conſider and praile « for _ 


4 A Familiar Guide 

Noble and” Excellent Nature which liis Maker ha4 gi- 
ven him : He had an eaſie and a quiet Mind, had no - 
Conflits within himfelf, had no occafion to rebuke or 
fall out with himſelf, He enjoy'd then his God too, 
being afſur'd of his Favour, and' receiving the conſtant 
Communications of it, He could with: great delight, 
contemplate and praiſe the glorious Attributes of God z 
and the Divine Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs, Good+ 
neſs, and Trnth, were very pleaſant to him, - while he 
was affur'd that all theſe were friendly, and' wonld be 
favourable to him, This was Man's firſt "Condition $ 
a. very Excellent and” Happy one ©: But, alas ! through 
Fis own default it did'not laft long. 


Sect, Ill, The Firſt Coveuant betwein God 
and Man. ' 


I7 is very probable, that all the particular Dealings 
of God with Maa, in this Condition, are not told' 
us in that ſhort Accoant which Moſes gives us of the 'Be- 
ginnings of the World. It being enough for us to know 
32 general, what is the Spring and Source of all that Sim 
an] Miſery which is now found among Mankind ; the 
knowledge of which is of ſome Uſe and Importance to- 
wards our getting free from both, But what is told us 
of the Tranſattions between God and Man in that State, 
we may think we ſhall mot truly underſtand; and mefr 
rightly interpret, if we guide our. ſelves herein by the 
Tenour of his dealing with Mank'nd fince that. From 
what is told.us, then, of that Time, and from what ap- 
pears ſince, we may learn, That it. pleaſed the Creator, 
when he had made Man, and had ſv highly oblig'd him,. 
to take upon him the Relation of' a Goveraour to hs” 
Creature, as he had the undoubted Right of one 5 
and he very juſtly thought fit to exerciſe a Dominion 
aver him far his Good: It was therefore, we may ſup-" 
poſe, promiſed to Man, that. he ſhoald enjoy the Fas 
vour of his Maker, and a perfett Happineſs both of Bb-' 
dy and Soul, upon the Condition that he weuld conti-' 
nue.1n the due Reverence and Love of lis Maker, and: 
obey his Commands, _ And it was made known to litm,” 
that he ſhould fall' om the beft of his Mency; "ir l 
thac 


to the Low's Supprr. 5 

that wherein he was ſo pleaſing to his Maker ; and from 

—all his Happineſs, if he did not continue ftedfaft in his 

Duty,and perfettly perform it, as God had enabled him 

to do. And this is that which is commonly caH'd the Firſt 
Covenant. 


Set. IV. The Sacraments of That. 


Oreover God having made Man toconfift of a Bu- 
dy and a Soul, and knowing that it is natural to- 
him, for the Objetts of his Senſes to make great Impreſ- 
ſions, and to have a mighty Influence upon his Mind :; 
His Wiſdom and Goodneſs order'd Matters ſo, as 
that his Senſes might help to admonith him of his 
Duty , and to aſſure him of his Happineſs in the 
performance of it. And this we may ſuppoſe was the 
Reaſon and Ground of God's ſeparating two Trees, 
12 the Garden” where he had placed our Firft Pa- 
rents, for a peculiar and uncommon Uſe ; The one 
call'd, The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil z the 
other call'd, The Tree of Life. Theſe we may reckon to 
have been the Sacraments of the Firſt Covenant : For 
in theſe were Spiritual Things by God's Appointment re- 
p:eſented by outward and viable Signs and Attions,Man 
was aſhſtedto:remember hisDuty and Obligations to his 
Maker by that Tree, call'd, The Tree of the Knowledge df 
Good and Evil. For we may ſuppoſe that the Fruit of this 
Tree was ſet-a-part by God wholly for the following pur- 
pole ; Man was to take care to cultivate this Tree az well 
as others ; but he was to offer the Fruit of it at ſet times 
ſolemnly and religiouſly to God, as a viſtble Acknow-- 
ledgment that he own'd him the Maker of all Things, 
and the Supreme Lord, and the Proprietor of all: This 
was reſerved, .as we may ſay, by Gol, to be a devoted 
Thing, and Man's Thank-offering to him for all the 
reft of his Gifts. And fur this Reaſon Man was forbid 
to eat of it himfef. - For we find in latter Times, it was * 
always held a very heinous"and Jouny thing for Men 
to eat of, or uſe what God Had ſeparated and reſerved 
to himſelf, Now ſuch a ſenſible outward Performance, 
as the ſolemn offering ef this Fruit to God, and the: 
looking wpon it, and uſing it only as a Devoted Thing; - 
way Was 
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was an excellent and fit Means to admoniih. Mankind: 
for ever toacknowledge their Maker and Preſerver as the - 
Supreme Lord and Proprietor of allthings ; as it was a 
ſenſible Declaration that they did make this ackaowledg- 
ment, {0 it was a ſenſible Obligation of themſ?1ves that 
they would continue to do ſo 4 and the more a help tv 
them to continue it, and to anſwer all the Obligations 
which naturally reſult from it in the Courſe of their 
Lives. 

And then the other Tree was appointed to aſfure Man, 
upon his perfett Obedience, of his Immortality and E- 
verlafting Happineſs. So that whilft he continu'd ſed- 
faſt in his Duty,he had right co take and eat the Fruit of 
this Tree; And he might take it as God's viſible and 
fenſible Pledge, and as an Inftrument of Conveyance of 
Eternal Life and Happineſs to him, In like manner, as 
now we have leave from God to look upon the Rain- 
bow, not only as the natural effett of the Sun ſhining 
upon a falling Shower, but, az God's viſible Pledge and 
Aſſurance to Mankind, that he will never again deftroy 
the World with a Deluge of Water. 


Se. V. The Sin and Fall of Man, 


HIS account ſhews the exceeding great Guilt of 
, Wickedneſs of the Sin of our firſt Parents. Their 
Sin was, that they did cat of that forbidden Fruit 3 and. 
ſo they uſed and took to themſelves what was reſery'd 
and deyated to God. It was the bringing to a common 
uſe that which was ſeparated by his appointment toa re- 
ligious one, and was the profaning of a hallow'd or 
holy thing. But let it be conlidec'd a little how mon- 
ftrous and vile this Sin of our firſt Parents was! How 
ſqon had they forgetten the mighty Obligations which 
the Creatgr had. {0 lately laid upon- them 1}, How boun- 
tifal had he been to them ! .And he with-beld and re- 
ſery'd but one Fruit to himſelf; and this, we may ſay, 
they grudg'd and envy'd him : They would not be 
content with fo vaſt a Proviſion as he had made for 
chan I would nopds hoe this afforded too. The 
poor depending Creature, that deriv'd his Being, and 
all he had, would. neeqs be ſole Propticiog a6d.thlor 
IF ' Jute 
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tute Lord of all Things on the Earth, and would ac+ 
"knowledge no Superiour ? They had no need of this 
Fruit, were perfettly happy without it 3 and might 
bave continued ſo happy, it they would have abſtain- 
ed from this 3 but they moſt unreaſonably deſpiſed 
their Happineſs, and hazarded the lofing it for the ſake 
of the Satisfation and Advantage which they expetted 
from this ſingle Fruit, The Creator indeed had been 
ſo good to them, they would not believe he would 
ſo ſeverely puniſh their Eating this Fruit, as he had 
threatned to do 3 and ſo that which (hould have ob- 
lig'd them to be fſtedfaft in their Duty , was moſt 
perverſly turn'd into an encouragement to 5in. Oh 
yils and ſhameful Wickedneſs ! Let us conſider from 
what a vile Original we all ſpring, and be all humbled 
and aſhamed. 

In yielding to this foul AQ, they loft that Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs which they had been endow'd with, 
and by which eſpecially they had been pleaſing to their 
Maker, In this alſo they broke the Condition of the 
ficſt Covenant, which requir'd that they ſhouuld con- 
ſtantly reverence and love their Creator , and obey 
him in all things. And the ſad Conſequence of this. 
was, That they hereby loft the Favour: of God, and 
forfeited all their own Happineſs. They loft all right 
to the good Things of this World ;. to the Obedience, 
and Serviceableneſs of the Creatures which God had 
made for them. They became liable to the Penalty 
which God had threatned to inflit, and immediately 
upon the Tranſgreſſon did deſerve to have been: put to 
Death, and to be thrown into the place of everlaſting, 
Puniſhment prepar'd for the Devil and his Angels, 


Set, VIE. The New Covenant. 


ND: the utmoſt Sererity of the Threatning bag 
been immediately executed in that manner upon 
them, we may believe, according as it was ſaid, /-tbe 
day thou eateft thereof, thau ſhalt ſurely die : If the Son 
of God had not become a Mediator on their behalf, 
And he freely undertook to do whatever might be ne- 
cefary to render it conſiſtent with the Honour of God 
[20 
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to receive. his Rebellious Creatures into Favour again 
fo releaſe their Obligation to everlaſting Puniſhment; 


and reſtore them to perfett Happineſs. *What he then” 


undertook to do to this purpoſe, we may Jearn and 
conclude from what he did in the Fulnefs of Time : 
And that was, That he would unite himſelf to the Hu- 
mane Nature, and would become Man. In that Nature 
he would perform a perfe&t Obedience to God the Fa- 
ther, that he might merit for Mankind, the Happineſs 
whictr was ſetled to be the Reward of perfett Obedience, 
Anti to excuſe: Man from the Eternal Death, which he 


had deſerved by his Sm, he undertook to ſuffer Death - 


in his ſtead, and' ſo to make his Death a Sacrifice for. 
the,Sins of Mankind. Thus much did he, very kindly 
and of his own accord, undertake to do for us z and he 
was accepted of the Father, and aſſur'd that he ſhould, 
by dving thus, obtain the Favour for us which he de- 
fir'd; So he procur'd for Man that he ſhould not be ut- 
terlycaſt off and thrown into endleſs Miſery; but have 
other Terms of Favour appointed him : And this Di- 
ſpenſation, or Appointment, is that which is called the 
New Covenant ; And it is calld the New Covenant 
in his Blood, becauſe it was procur'd by his Underta» 
king to ſhed his Blood 1n the Humane Nature as a Sacri- 
fice for Sin. Upon this our firſt Parents were permit- 
ted to lire, to enjoy, in ſome meaſure, the Good Things 
of this World for a while, and had ſpace allow'd them 
ro make their Peace with God, to recover his Favour, 
and their own Happineſs. 

We muſt know, that ſince it was a ſetled Law before: 
the Fall of Man, that he ſhould propagate ſuch as him+ 
ſelf ; and his Poſterity ſhould be reckon'd in the ſame 
ftate and relation towards God with their Father, who 
begat them ; Therefore when the firſt Parcats of Man- 
kind thys became polluted by their Sin, and were fallen 
into the Rate of guilty Rebels againſt God ; all-their 
Pofterity muft needs come polluted into this World, as 
unclean things out of unclean, and muſt'be born Chil- 
dren of Wrath, as the Scripture ſpeaks. We therefore 
have the fame Task upon us which: our firſt Parents 
had 5 that is, to recover the Fayour of God and our E- 

| yerlafting 
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verl:ſting Happineſs,by performing now the Termsand 
Conditions of this Second Covenant. 

Let us ſee then, what the Tenour of this New Cove- 
nant is : What are the Duties which it requires to be . 
pe form'd on our -part ; And what are the Promiſes of 
it on' God's part z the Bleſſings which it offers to make 


4 Partakers of, upon the Condition of performing thoſe 
ties. 


Se. VII. On our Part. 


Fm let us take notice of our own part of this Cove- 
nant, and obſerve what it is that God requires of 
us,to whom the Goſpel is preached, which we muſt do 
to be ſaved. And becauſe all Mankind are now con(t 
der'd by God as guilty and polluted Creatures : as ha- 
ving ſinned, and being diſpoſed to do wickedly z there 
is firſt required of us, That we repent and turn from 
Sin. in the next place, becauſe we muſt return to Gad z 
ir is required, That we do believe all the Articles uf 
the Chriſtian Faith ; And laſtly, That we engage our 
ſelves, and endeavour to keep God's Holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of 
our Life, But' becauſe the Heart of Man is deceirful 
and wicked, and we are ſo backward to do our Duty, 
that we are unwilling to know it z therefore it will be 
requiſite to mention ſomewhat particularly, the Things 
contain'd under theſe three General. Heads. - | 
FheFirſt main Branch of our Duty is, That we repent 
and turn from Sin : To which purpoſe we muſt ftand at 
a defiance with all the Cauſes of Sin, and reſolve they 
thall not goyern us. Therefore has the Church been 
wont to expreſs this Branch of our Duty thus: We muſt 
renounce the Devil, and all his Works ; the Pomp and 
Vanitizs of this wicked World, with all the covetous 
Deſires of the ſame ; And all the ſinful D<fires of the 
Heſh, ſo as that we will not follow, nor be led by them. 
We muft renounce the Devil, and all bis Works., It 
was by the Craft and Inſtigation of this Apoſtate Spirit, 
the Enemy of our Happinefs, that Mankind were at 
firſt drawn into Diſobedience againſt God. We muſt 
reſolve therefore never to have = Carrel; cs ag” <4 
im 


10 A Familiar Guide 
him 4 to abhor and abſtain ſrom all thoſe guilty ways 


of conſulting him, or ſeeking his Aſſiſtance, which the_ 


ungodly World have ever praftiſed. We muſt never, 


knowingly, or willingly,” obey any of his Commands, | 


nor comply -with his Temptations. We muſt reſolve 
to ffght-againſt all thoſe Spiritual Wickedneſles in onr 
ſelves which he infets the Humane Nature with z ſuch 
as Pride, Anger, Envy, Treachery, Lying, Malice, and 
Cruelty. Muſt abhor to imitate or tolluw him in the 
tempting of others to Wickedneſs z or in the Hatred 
_ Perſecution of good Men for the ſake of their Good- 
nelh, - +; 

We-muft alſo renounce the Pomp and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all covetous Deſires of the ſame ; 
That is, -we muft reſolve and engage that we will not 
let the Love of the World rule in our Hearts, which 
15 oppoſite te the Love of God. We will not let our 
Hearts fix 6n the Wealth, the Pleaſures, or the Digni- 
ties and Honours here below ; Nar will make the get- 
ting of them the Aim and Scope of our chief Endeavour 
and Care; nor let the Enjoyment of them be our chiet- 
eft Delight and Satisfa&tion. That we will not be gui- 
ded by the Cuſtoms of ttie World, nor follow a multi- 
tude to do Evit : That our dearcft Relations, or our 
moſt neceſſary and moft uſeful Friends and Benefattors, 
ſhall not be able to influence us againſt the Will of 
God, and the DiQates of our Conſcience ;- That we will 
be ready to part with all that isdear, all that is neceffa- 
ry to vs, and which we might otherwiſe lawfully keep 
and enjuy, when they ftand in Competition with'our 
Love and Duty to God. And we will ſubmit to any In- 
conveniences in the wanteven of neceſſary things, rather 
than to do any thing to gain them, Which is contrary 
to the Laws of Divine Love. 

We muft farther renounce; mortifie, and abandon 
all fnful Deſires of the Fleſh : | All the irregular and 
diſobedient Inclinations of onr corrupt Nature muſt be 
mortifted and ſubdued, We muſt chace away thoſe 
fleſhly Luſts which war' againft the Soul ; the Love of 
ſlothful Eaſe and Idleneſs, all Intemperance , and 


Laſciviouſneſs, We muſt forſake and abſtain from all - 


tho 
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tothe Lo22's Supper, er 
thoſe ſenſual Sins, which abuſe and prodigally waſte 


God's good Creaturesz which enfſlave the Thoughts 
and Faculties of the. Soul to the Appetites of the Body 


' and which render the Soul unfit for the due Exerciſes 


and Operations of its Faculties z an4 which tend to cog 
and encumber the Body with Diſeaſes. We muft re- 
nounce all theſe three Sources of Evit, the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, and muſt refotve we will not 
follow nor be led by them, And this is the Firſt main 
Branch of our Duty unqer the New Covenant. | 
The Second is this ; That we muft believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian Faith. And this requires of us to 
promiſe and perform the Things following : That we 
will ſeriouſly apply our ſelves, as our leiſure and oppor- 
tunity wiil allow us, to make the beft Improvement 
that we can of the Means of Divine Knowledge which 
the Providence of God affords us; that ſo we may gain 
as much of that ineftimable Treaſure as we can ; That 
we will not through Negligence or Hatred of theTryth 
be ignorant of any important revealed Truth ;* That 
what-ever does appear to us to be revealed from God 
concerning himſelt and our Way to Happineſs, we'will 
receive it-as a certain Truth z becauſe it comes from him 
who is infinite Wiſdom, and cannot be deceived; and 
is a God of Truth, and therefore cannot deceive. 
Theſe Articles of our Faith are ſummarily compre- 
hended in that Form of ſownd Dolrine, which is common- 
ly called the Apoftles Creed; among which theſe are 
chief ones. That we believe in God the Father, who 
hath made us and all the World. That we believe in 
God the Son, who hath redeemed us and all Mankind ; 
which implies theſe things: We muſt believe that all 
Mankind are guilty before God, and obnoxious to his 
Eternal Wrath and Puniſhment. That Jefus Chriſt the 
Son of God, died as a Sacrifice for the Sins of Men : 
That he ſabmitted to an accurſed Death, as the Puniſh- 
ment of Sin in our ftead, and to excuſe us from ſuffer- 
ing it for ever; That his Death is accepted with the 
Father as an Atonement for Sin, and ſhall redound 


_ to the advantage of all thoſe who repent and believe orf 


him; Who being heartily ſorry for their Sins, and fal- 
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find favour with God. We muſt believe, that as Jeſus 
Chriſt died for our Sins, ſo he roſe again for our Juſti- 
fication ; Having made a full Atonement, he was re- 


leaſed from the Bonds of Death ; and is aſcended into: ! 


Heaven; and that he ever lives there to make Intercef, 
fion for us ; that is, to obtain and beftow upon wretched 
Mankind, all the blefſed Benefits which his Death has 
purchaſed for them. And we muſt believe in God the 
Holy Ghoft, who graciouſly applies all thoſe Bleſſings 
” Fs and who ſanQifies us and all the EleQt People of 

Further : We alſo are bound and required to make 
our open Profcfhon of the ReBgion contain'd in theſe 
Articles ; and to own it to the World, that we are, and 
will be the Worſhippers of the one only true and li- 
ring God, by one Mediator between Ged and Man, 
the Man Chrift Jcſus. And we muſt chuſe rather to 
ſuffer any loſs, or to die, than to renounce or deny our 
Faith. And we are buund alſo to lead a Life ſuitable 
to theſe Articles of Faith, to let them govern our Con- 
yerſations as they ought to do : Anq our Faith muſt 
work or operate in the Exerciſes of Love. This is the 
Second main Branch of our Duty under the New Cove- 
nanf, 

The Third is this ; That we muſt engage and endea- 
your to keep God's Holy Will and Commandments, 
and to walk in the ſame all the Days of our Life. And 
this obliges us to the Things following : That we will 
C__y ſtudy and learn the Will of God, as it is ex- 
preſs'd in the Laws which he has given us z will not ca- 
vil nor diſpute againft our Duty, when we ſhould per- 

rm it 3 will endeavour to know our Duty, that we 
may doit. That we will love his Law, and it ſhall be 
our conftant Aim and Endeavour to conform to it in all 
things : We abſolutely bind our ſelves, and are boun4 
to live in no wilfut, known, and preſumptuous Sin. 
That We will not deliberately and knowingly treſpaſs 
againſt any Law of God. This Covenant indeed does 


potrequire of us to perform a perfett Obedience z for . 


that 
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| 
len out with them, do forſake them, and turn to God 5 | 
and do expett and rely upon the Merit of his Death, to. 
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1 3 | Chat is a thing now aboye orr power : But it binds vs 
t | £9 endeavour a perfett Obedience ; that is, not to be 
is | Willingly guilty of any known Sin. There is, alas; no 
| meer Man now, that can conſtantly and perfettly keep 


- | the whole Law of God, but in many things we offend ell : 
-o- | And 'tis one Bleſſing of the New. Covenant, that it pars 


f donsSins (as we ſhall ſce preſently) which ſuppoſes De- 
” fetts in our beſt Obedience. Therefore alſo our Saviour 


I» has tanght us to pray as daily for the Pardon of Sin, as 
\e for our daily Bread. But this Covenant bears with none 


but iavoluntary Sins ;z ſuch as. we commit through Tg» 
po norance or Surpriſe, and for want of Conſideration, on 

a ſudden, when our Ignorance and Inccnideration are 
not wilful, nor due to the neglett of our ſelves. And 
As for known, wilful, and preſumptuous Sins, and ſuch 
4 as are deliberately committed z they put us out of this 

Covenant, and loſe us all right to the Favours and Blef- 
lings of it, till they are bitterly repented of, and utterly 
orlaken, 
i: Thus much we muſt heartily and ſincerely bind and 


- engage our [-lvestodoz and this i5 our part of the New 
\- Covenant. This is alſocalled the Covenant of Grace or 


& Favour; and we may ee that it has juſtly that Name, 
in that it admits of Repentance for Sin, and accepts of 


" that poor imperfe&t Obedience, which is alt that we 
a ho perform : And we ſhall cs that _ ne 
_ Jufrifngd, in that it will appear to be one of the Bleſt! 

| - and Faypursof it, thatit affords us ftrength to eric 
3 -our Duty. 74 | 
1} Set. VHI. On God's Part. 

3 N.D now I come to repreſent and ſhew, what are 
iN the kavours and Bleſſings on God's Fart, of this 
> New Covenant. What he offers, and promiſes, ahd 
> . will beftow, upon our Performatice of the Duties and 
1 Conditions.zequired of us. And theſe may be'compre- 
; -hended under theſe three rich and/important Heads. * 
' The Fir is a-full.and free Pardon of all our Sins, God 


- -willblotour Iniquities, as it were, out of his Remem- 
. -brauceg, will forget that we were Sinners, ' and will 
» &4reat;vs as Righteous ; Wilt lay afide his moſt juſt 
; B 3 Wrath 


I 4 ad LS atm Har Orin 
Wrath againK us, and embrace us with the Arms of Mer- 
cy and Love. . He that might moſt Righteouſly have des: 
ffroy'd us with an Everlaſting Deſtruftion, will rejoyce 
over us.to do us good, He will pardon our moſt nu- 
merous Sins; will pardon the greateſt Offences 3 will ® 
pardon even our known, wilful and deliberate Sins, fe 
and our cuſtoms of Sinning, upon , our Repentance and 
forſaking of them, And a general Repentance and d 
a humble Behaviour towards,God, will obtain the Par» © 
don of-thoſe Infirmities and involuntary Sins which we & 
do not obſerve our ſelves to be guilty of, and cannot be 
rtealy free from. And having thus pardon'd -our F 
ins, the Courſe of Mercy js free all Obftruttion of 
it is remov'd, and we may addreſs to God with Boldneſs 
in. the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, as toa reconciled Father z 
and believe him ready to afford us all that is neceſſary 
to our Salvation. L 
- The next Favour and Bleſſing of this Covenant is,The 1 
reſtoring of the Divine Image in us-in our Sanftificati- 
On, If upon the Propoſal of this Covenant to us we do 
accept.of it, and are willing to yield to the Conditions 
it requires, and to give up our ſelves to a Life of Ho- 
lineſs.and Righteouſneſs according to the Laws of God ; 
He will give us Spiritual ſtrength to perform our Du- 
ty. ſo far, -as that we ſhall be accepted through the Me- 
ditation of Jeſus Chrift. If we will-not undertake, we 
ſhall nat be able to perform ; but if we will undertake 
and; bigd our {elves to do our Duty, he will table us 
to perform it.” Tt might ſeem a ſtrange thing that God 
ſhould require of us to bind our ſelves, and untfertake 
to do that which we cannot do of our ſelves, ( as wedo 
in.obliging our lyes to all thoſe things fore-mentioned ) 
Af it were not that the very binding our ſelves to this 
does entitle us by the Tenour of this Covenant to 
Grace ſufhcicnt for ys. In all the Exhortations of the 
aſpel to.an Inftance, of Duty, we may reckon there 
is comprehended allo the Or of Divine Afaſtance, 
which ſhall be afforded to him who yields, in the pur- 
e, and deſire of his Soul, to comply with thoſe Ex- 
hortations. No Man therefore ſhall have ground to com» 
Plain, that he would aye his known Sins, and -—- the 
on - - Duties 
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dev. Duties which he knows he omits, but cannot, do ſo.; 
zyce For if a Man ſincerely deſires to leave his Sins, devotes 
117. himſelf to his Duty, and diligently uſes the Means that 
wif, may inable him to do it : That is, If he waits on God 
ins, for this Grace in earneft and perſeyering Prayer, anda 
ang due attendance on the Preaching of the Word and the 
2nd Sacraments, that Man ſhall infallibly come to be able 
)an. £0 do what he thus wills and deſires. For, He that bun- 
we 8er8 and thirſts after Righteouſneſs, ſhall be filled, as our 
> Saviour ſays 3 And God will give tbe Holy Spiris to them 
our #hat ask kim. It is the Fayour of this New Covenant, to 
- of Help us to do what it requires .us.to dd © 
ieſs The laſt Favour and- Bleſſing of this Covenant, .is an 
r ; Everlaſting Happineſs both of Body and Soul in Hea- 
ary Yen. We are left by it indeed ſubje&t to a natural 
Death; to mind us of our guilty Rebellionagainſt God: 
"hs That we may not forget we are Signers, and do deſerye 
:- an Eternal Death : On purpoſe / that the ſence of this 
do might quicken ' our deſire and. concern to recover the 
\ns Divine Favdur, and make us-the more ready. and wil- 
7o- ling to ſubmit to the terms of recoyering, it- But Death 
1: ſhall not long have. Daminjon. over, us : God will not 
teave the Soul in Hell 3 that is, it ſhall not be always 
e. {eparated'from the Body z nor ſhall the Body be always 
ve fubjeft:toche Ignominy and Puniſhment of its Diſſolu- 
- tion. Since: the:Sins' pre pardon'd .which did deſerve 
Death. che Creature:ſhall be releaſed from it ; oo 
4 Saviour's Refarreftivn from the Dead does. eſpecially 
-< ire:the :Reſurreftion of thoſe that believe on | him. 
o He hasalſo promiſed that he will gzve them Eterndl Life, 
) and raiſe them up again at the laſt day. The Body, 
5 then, however ſcatter'd aud .diſpers'd, and loft to al 
> knowledge of Men. ſhall | be ,gather'd together by the 
> Wiſdory of God, aud be raiſed to Life by kis. Almighty 
> Power ;'And:it ſhall be raiſed . with great advantage z 
\ It wasiſonn /Nawal-Body, it ſpall be raiſed. a Spirtzugs 
- Body ;, It was ſown-in Corruption, but. :# ſoa be raiſed Im- 
. moreal. And the Soul ſhall be again united to. it, ne- 
> ver to be ſeparated more; But both ſhall be taken up 
; todwell in a glorious happy place, where 1s paid of 
j99, und pheaſures for evermore 4 To. live in the Fel oy 
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ſhip and 'Communion of kind, bappy, and glorious -Ar 
res : To twell in 'the Preſence of God, and conte 

plate; and praiſe, and love him, and rejoyce in his Lo 

'for ever. This is now the whole Tenour of the Nev 

Coyenant, which was procur'd for us by the precio 

'Blovd of Jefus Chrift, our kind and powerful Advocate 


Set. IX, The Sacraments of this Covenant. 


" A ND this' Covenant alſo hath its Sacraments. Go 
{”N has appointed ſenſible Ations and Signs,'in,: ant 
by which it's to be 'made- between Him and: Us, +: It 
the Uſe of theſe Sacraments, we muſt teftifis our Con 
ſent to this Covenant, and fignifie, that we own out 
ſelves engagd in it. And in the Ule of theſe muſt we 
wait for, and expett the Bleſſings and Favours on God" 
Part to be afforded us, It is by theſe that he has de 
Fern d. io *convey thoſe - Favours. which 'we 'can.. a! 
preſent receive, which-are the Pardon of our'Sins, and 
the Sandtification of 'vur Natures ; and alſo ' to affure 
that. which” we ate to hope for; onr Everlaſting:Hap! 
neſs a! Gra ' Theſe we muft neceſſarily/uſesthen, 

f Means and Oppottunity be afforded. us 'to do fo, 
that we may be Partakers of his Favours: And in uſing 
them, we muft fincerely purpoſe and bind our ſclves 
to. the performance of out Duty. -'The Sacraments ap: 
poitited to be, as we may ay, The Infiroment-of this 
Covenant fitce the coming of Chrift, which are all that 
nearly concern vs, are Baptiſm, and the Supper” of, the 
Lord. "Thefe, anditheſc only, are now generally:negeſia« 
Ty to Salvation; ' By an org »H 
By Baptiſm we are admitted into this Covenant, and 
make our firft ſolemn Acceptance of it. By the Lord's 
Supper .ye renew it, if it has been booken on our part 
Grolk we Sin committed ſince 'we were baptized 3 
Min 


: 


IE WE therein teftifie and declare our,continuange 
Ton 1n-it,” and our | 0moo wa de ſo 5 if; any 
'of 0s Have liv'd 40 happily fince we were: baptizeg),\.as 
never to violate or break this -Coyenant by any wilful 
'known Sin, © => wit] 4 
* 'K is true, when we are baptized in onr Infancy, we 
Are not capableexpreſly to intend ang deſign the. per-| 
- It rmance 


formances of our part: in this Covenant z becauſe we 
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cannot then underſtand or knyw it. But this Sacra- 


- ment is in the purpoſe of God dU=hgn'd' for the. Sacra 


ment of onr: Admithon into this.Covenant,' ſince .the 
Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt'in:the World.. ' And as'that 
which. was the. Sacrament vf-this Admiſſion under the 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation was by. God's Appointment admr- 
niftred to Children at eight Days old; -{o the Chriſtt 
an Church has been wont, even from the Apeftle's 
times, to adminiſter Baptiim to. Infants,-from whence 
ſt is not” to be doubted but they lzarn/to do this from 
the Apoſtles themſelves: And our Saviour gives a plain 
Encouragement to the Prattice, when he 'fays, Reffer 
Itttle Children to come 1:0 me, ai:4 forbid them noty, jor 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. Our. Church there- 
fore, as without doubt it ought td do, adminiftets 
Baptiſm to Infants, that they may partake of the Blek- 
ings of the New Covenant. to their Salvatians:'; {+ 
But becauſe there is an Engageinent on the Part ofthe 
baptized Perſon implied in hi3 receiving Baptitm z:the 
Wildow and: Piety of the Church has thought fit that 
it ſhonld be expreſs too; That ſo the baptized Perton 
may be the better convinced afterwards, .that he did 
thus engage himſelf at his Baptiſm. 'And becaunie the 
Infant it ſelf cannot expreſs. this, the: Church has - pco- 
vided, : that:fome ChriftiansFrien:s ſhauid do it for us, 
who are alſo Witneſſes that: the thing/)is: tones... And 
they are bound: to.talke:care,. that as we:grow.up to'the 
Lie of onr Reaſon, : we may. grow :atfo riihe :Know- 


' ledge of our part:in this Covenant, anti may"come* to 


vaderſtand what: we are bound. to. ' 
And that the baptized Perton hixaſelf may ratifie and 
confirm: his babtiſmal Engagement, he uwwuſt, when tre 
can «xerciſe his -Reafon, and'know:bis part: of this:Co- 
Yenant, Teadily chute, anth contenr:to.1t, and folemnly 
Tengw: it's. and fo the mult make .ic his own:  A&t-aml 


Dced to:devotehimfetf to God.:- bis eur. Charch . has 


very juſtly ordered ſhoukt be.ſolzmnly- and publick- 
ly-. done in the. receiving of Cuntirmation. A thing, 
alas,*too much negletted, to the great Decay of true 


ChylfiagPicty..ameng us ; But if chis 47ere; avly and 
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generally pratiſed, we ſhould in all likelihood ſee more 


Perſons live according to their baptiſmal Vow, and as 


decomes Chriſtians, than commonly do. 
* But this Diſcourſe is defign'd chiefly to bring Men 
-prepar'd to the Lord's Supper, that they may worthily 
-and profitably receive that z and therefore ir muſt nor 
be diverted fo as:to inſiſt long on any other Subjett but 
_ is neceſſary and ſerviceable to that deſign and end 
-QT It. 


Seft, X. The Lord's Supper a Confirmation of 
this Covenant, 


F Shall now therefore bring the Diſcourſe more cloſe | 


4 to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which has 
been all this while leading and aiming towards it. And 
I ſhall begin co diſcourſe particularly of that, by ſhew- 
ang, That it is appointed and defign'd by Go41 as a Fz- 
deral Rite, and is to be uſed as ſuch by us; As a Cere- 
mony wherein this New Covenant between 'God and 
Man is renew'd and confirm'd. This, by a little ſearch, 
we ſhall ſoon find to be very evident in Holy Scrip- 
iTUre, 

Our Saviour himſelf, when he fiiſt inſtituted this 
Sacrament, ſpeaks thus of it, as he was delivering the 
-Cup to his Diſciples, This Cup is the new. Covenant in my 
Blood, Luke 22. 29. For what our Tranſlation renders 
Teſftamems there, had heen- more exattly and property 
rendred Covenant, Our Saviour's plain meaning is this: 
Take this Cup as the Inſtrument of Conveyance to you 
of the Divine Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, which 
are the ineſtimable Purchaſes of my precious Blood. 
Again, when our Lord ſays of the Bread jn this Sacra- 
anent, This ts my Body which is given for you ; and of the 
Cup, This is my Blood of the New Covenant which is ſhed 
for many for the Remiſſion of their Sins ; He plainly 
means, That this Sacrament is intended to renew to us 
the Bicſings and Favours, which are the Purchaſes of 
his meritorious Death, and his Sacrifice which he offer'd 
to God in dying for us. And the Apoſtle Paul plainly 
teaches us to underftand our Lord thus : For he ſays of 
the Bread in this Sacrament, It i14be Communion of. wr 
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Body of Chriſt; and of the Cup, Tt is the Communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt, x Cox. 10. 16. By Communion, he 
means the Communication of theſe. It is faithſully in- 
tended by God, that in the Uſe of this Sacrament, thoſe 
who are fit Receivers, ſhall partake of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt ; and this Bread and this Cup ſhall be 
the Communication of the Body and Blood of Chriſt tu 
them ; Theſe outward Elements of bruken Bread, and 
Wine poured out, ſhall bring with them, to thoſe hum- 
ble and prepared Souls which receive them, this Spiri» 
tual Grace : By which means they ſhall be partakers of 
the Benefi:s and Bleffings purchaſed by the breaking or 
wounding of the Body, and the ſhedding of the Blood 
of our Saviour, the Bleſſings procured by the valuable 
Sacrifice of his Death z which are the Bleſſings of the 
New Covenant fore-mention'd, 

This Sacrameat is ordain'd of God to be a Pledge 
and Conveyance of theſe Bleſſings, and ſhall aQually 
and infallibly be ſo to meet Receivers ; God will never 
be wanting to his Sacraments, nor leave them without 
the Etficacy he deſigns them for, if the Receivers of 
them be not wanting to themſelves. He faithfully in- 
tends the Renewal! and Confirmation of this Covenant 
with us in this Sacrament, and will attually do it if we 
fincerely intend the ſame thing 

And that the Renewal of our part of the Covenant at 
this Sacrament is expetted and required by God, cannot 
chuſe bur be very caſily apprehended. When God oft- 
fers good things upon Terms and Conditions, he re- 
quires the binding our ſelves to perform thoſe Condi- 
tions, if we would partake of thole good things 3 and 
our embracing the Offers he makes, implies, and ought 
to imply, the accepting of thoſe Terms, and the en- 
gaging our ſelves tv perform thoſe Conditions, To be 
ſure God never intends we ſhall he partakers of thoſe 
good Things, without performing thoie Conditions. 
When "tis ſaid, God gives the Holy Spiris to them thas 
&k bim, "tis implied that asling is the neceflary Condi- 
tion and Means of having z when 'tis ſaid, God gave 
his only begorten Son, that they who believe in bim ſhould 
20t periſb, but bave Everlaſting Life z 'Tis a racy 
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believe as a Condition of their obtaining Everiaſting 
Life. So when *tis ſaid, Feſus Chriſt is the Authour of 
Salvaticn to thent that obey bim ;, and, Repert, that your 
Sins may be blonted out ; Theſe things evidently imply 
that our Sins ſhall not he forgiven, unleſs we repent 0 
them 3 nor will the Bleſſed ]cſus himſelf be'a Saviour 
to us, if we do not devote our ſelves ro his Service, and 
give up our ſelves to follow his Example and Condutt, 
New this being the conſtant Tenour of the Goſpel ; 
We muſt needs conclude, that when we are offei*d to 
be made partakers of theſe Bleſhngs in this Sacrament, 
it is required, that if we defire them, we mult bind our 
ſelves to perform ſuch Conditions. | 
Our receiving therefore of thoſe things which are 
God's Pledges and Conveyances of thoſe Bleſſings 'upon 
Conditicns, is an outward Profcſhon and Declaration 
that we bind our ſelves to do what is required of us :; 
And if that outward Profeftion be not attended with an 
inward and fincere Intention, it is a horrid Hypocrifte, 
ant makes a- Man 'undoubtedly prilty of the Body an4 
Plood of Chrijt ; He is reckon'd to have abuled and pre- 
faned the Body and Blovd of Chrift, as did the wretch- 
eq Men that ſ1:w him. The receiving theſe Elements 
in the Sacrament is an vutward Profcthon ard Declara- 
{£10n that we accept of Gud's Covenant, and then it cer- 
fainly binds us fincerely to intend our performance of 
the'Cenditions of it. 

*-The Apoſtle plainly gives us this Inftrution in 1 Cor. 
F9, in that he intimates the partaking of this Sacrament 
fo-be a Rite of the fame Nature ard Signification w:th 
the Eating of the Sacrifices which had been offer'd to 
any God. As the Eating, of thoſe Sacrifices therefore 
f1znihed the owning him for God, to whom the Sacri- 
five had been made, and ſor the obliging of themſclves 
to worſhip and obey him ; and the Reliance upon that 
Sacrifice to fin! Favour and obtain a Bleſſing from him 
ſo tte Eating of the Lord's Supper miſt he reckon'd to 
Impiyand declare the ſame Pref ffhons and Bngagements. 
This is the Eating of a Sacrifice made ro God, even the 
grea* Sacrifice of- the Body an | Blood of Chriſt 3 and 
therefore mult be attended with Fai:h'or a Reliance up- 
Os: ON 
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on that Sacrifice to fiad Favour with him; the owning 
him to be God, and the binding our ſelves to Honour, 
love and obey him. For this realon it'is that the Apo- 
ftle fo: bids in that Chapter thoſe who would partake of 
this Sacrament the eating of any Feaſts upon Sacrifices 
which had been offer'd to the Heathen Idols 3 -which 
Sacrifices he ſays were offer'd to Devils ; Ye cannot drink 
the Cup of the Lord and the Cup of Devils; Te cannot be 
partalers of the Lord's Table and of th Table of Devils ; 
fays he, v. 21, Te cammor, may mean, 'ris impoſſuble, you 
ſhould tincerely intend what is ignited by both theſc 
things 3 that is, the owning the true God as God, and 
the owning thoſe Devils as God, for in owning one, 
you do imply the renouncing of the other, To be ſure 
the true God requires, if you own him, that you do 
renounce all other. Or it mnft mean, ou ought not to 
do thus, If you partake of the Cup and Table of the 
Lord, you muſt ſincerely intend thereby the owning 
of him'; and then you muft not ſo much as ſeem to 
own thoſe filthy Devils in eating of the Sacrifices which 
have been: offer'd to them :; Therefore he adds in the 
22d, Verſe, That in doing thus, they did provoke 17e 
Lord to Fealoufie ; becauſe they made a ſhow and appez - 
france of departing from, and of r2nouncing' of him 
herein. The Apoſtle then plainly teaches us, that in 
receiving this Sacrament, we do wake a profefhon ant 
ſhow cf honouring and covenanting with God 3 2! 
therefore that we ought really ani ſincerely to in> 
tend 17. 

1 might ſhow that the Name of Sacrament was given 
to this O-dinance by the firſt Chriſtians, becavſe they 
reckon'd the Celebrating this Snpper to fignifis the 
Binding our ſ{clves to ſerve and honour, lore and obey, 
and truſt in God ; to be his faichful Subjetts and Ser- 
rants. And ſo notorious was it, that they uſed it as 2 
Ceremony of covenanting with God ; that even the 
Heathens knew this, and theref.re one of them ſpeak- 
ing of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies in his time for Worſhip 
( at Which they always celebratecl this Sacrament ) ſays ; 
They met together on a fixed Day before it was lighs 
( this was for frar of their Enemies ) and did there bin:! 
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themſelves by an Oath or Sacrament not to commit 
any. Thefcs or 'Adulteries, not to betray any Truft, os 
. deal deceitfully with their Neighbour, and the like, 
They, then, took this Sacrament as an Engagement to 
be of the Religi®n of Jeſus, and ſo to perform the Terms 
and Conditions of the New Covenant > We therefore 
muft, when we receive it, ſincerely intend the Confir- 
mation of that Covenant. 


Sea. XI. Arn Earneſt Perfwaſtue to come to the 
Lord's Supper. 


Shall now inſift a little upcn an earneft Perſuaſive to 

the frequent atten:lance upon this Sacrament, which 
the woful and deplorable Neglett of thele times, and 
the ſad conſequences of that Neglett, do make but too 
neceflary. 

Let all Men know then, that when they are come 
to years, and are capable to know and to renew their 
Vow and Covenant which they made in Baptiſm, they 
are cor.ma ded by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this way to 
renew and confirm it. They are indiſpenſably bound 
£0 reccive this Sacrament in Confirmation of that Cove- 
nant. No Man is left at liberty whether he will res 
ccive this Sacrament or not z but if the Providence of 
God affords him Means and Opportunity to do ſo, he is 
bound to prepare himſelf for, and receive it, Ifa Man 
any time negledts to prepace himſelf for it, and is 
therefore unfir, and abſents himſelf becauſe he is unfit, 
in that caſe he will be judged to have negleaed the 
Sacrament it ſelf. He that does not endeavour to be 
prepared, and receive it as often as Opportunity is 
afforded him to do it in that Congregation of Chrifti- 
ans, which the Order of the Church and Obedience ta 
the Governours of it does oblige him to join with ; He 
does ſo often neglett and refule it, as he thus abſcnts 
himſelf from it. But the negle& and refuſal of this, 
we muſt know, is the neglett an\4 refuſal ot the incom- 
parable Bleſſings of the New Covenant z of having the 
Pardon.of our Sins renewed and ſealed; the Bleffed In- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit renewed upon usz and our 
Ticle confirmed to Evyerlaſticg, Blelieduels, _ cuc 
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Hopes of it encreaſed and ſtrengthened ; 'tis to negle&t* 
our own Intereſt, and to provoke the Diſpleaſure of 
Gud, more than by any other Sins, in negleing the - 
Offers of his Grace and Mercy. | 

Let all thoſe who never mind this Sacrament, nor do 
ever prepare themſelves for it, nor receive it, know,.. 
That they do therein intimate the renouncing of their 
Covenant with God, and do cut themſetves off from all- 
hopes and expettations of the Favours and Bleſſings of 
the Covenant of Grace, till they repent of this guilty - 
Omiſhon of their Duty, and ſo come to this Sacrament” 
prepared for it, Oh wretched Creatures, they chule 
to remain in a ſtate of Damnation. To be ſurea Man- 
that has contraCitted his Covenant, ſince he was bapti- 
zed, by living in any wilful Sin. it that Man does not 
reſolve to forſake his Sin, and come to this Sacrament, 
and hereby bind himſelf to his Duty, he will be, in the 
ſight of God, accounted to renounce his Chriftianity, 
to deny the Lord that bought him, to ang upon the 
Blood of the Covenant z the Blood of Chrift, and to de- 
ſpiſe his dying Love: And as ſuch, a Man muft inevi- 
tably neriths ſo he will fall under the heavieſt and the 
fore(t Perdition, 

Whatever pretended Wiſhes a Man may have to for-- 
ſake his Sins, whatever Regret and Remorſe for them, 
and whatever Reſolutions he makes to forſake them,.. 
they will not be accepted with God, nor bring him in- 
to a Title to the Favour of this Covenant, if he has op- 
portunity and means to partake of this Sacrament, and 
refuſes to do it; Becauſe 'tis in and by this Sacrament 
that God expetts an4q requires the Renewal of this Co-- 
venant after we have broken it : Our Repentance is not. 
compleated according to the Will of God till this is- 
done, if he affords ns means and opportunity todo.this. 
We are not allowed to expett that he will accept our 
Reſolutions and Vows in aiy other way- preſented to - 
him, when he has appointed us this way of preſenting. 
them. 

Befides, Is it not a wonderful thing that Men ſhould 
forget that this Sacrament is Fr by God as. the- 
meaas to convey. to them the ſtrength to perform their 
G 4, good 
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Zood Vows” and. Reſolutions ? And then -he that neg- | 
leets this'Sacraments,-Iays himſelf under the Power and 
Tyranny of. his Sins, - ahd negletts the mighty Help 
which Heaven kindly affords: him againſt it : And he 
binds upon himſelf the guilt of 211 his Sins, and as ir 
were'feals himſelf to Damnation in refiiſing and neg- 
tefting this Ordinance, whereby he might be leale4 to 
the'Day of Redemption. 

} Let all Men know, that the wilful neglett ani re- 
tulal of. this Sacrament is a damnabi2 Sin of Omiſſion, 
and puts every Man' that is. guilty of it out of a ftate of 
Crack and Salvation : And they that neglett to come to 
this Ordinance, when 'tis prepared for them, may very 

- quſtly fear that God will not bleſs any other to them : 
For what. ground have they to think he will bleſs one 
of 'his'Ordinances to them, while they neglect another, 
v7 tet them" 6a7ain' by- Prayer and' Hearing the Word 
a hat .he has commanded them to uſe this Sacrament for 
roo thx theyimight omain-it 3 And then they-that live 
35a nepleft ofthis, wee in;great danger never to beſaved 
by any othef means. 07 Salvation. | 

Men -may-- perhaps think-themſelves very. good if 
they keep their Church, attend the publick Prayers,and 
ſometimes hear, ſometimes ſkep away a Sermon ;. But 
If they neglett this Sacrament, they muſt expe God 
will rejett all their other performances : He that breaks 
the Law, in one pint; the Scripture ſays, is guilty of. all'; 
And then he that negletts his Ooedience to any one of 
God's - Commands. knowingly and wilfully,” wil) be 
laokt upon and treated by Almighty God as if he ful- 
fill:d none of them, Oh that Men would ferioully.lay 
theſe things to heart, and conſider the terrible Danger 
"which they put themſelves. into by this Negl=& ! ... 
Let us be afſared, t'iat whatever it is that hinders us 
front preparing our ſelves, and coming to this Sacra- 
* ment, it is a Snare and Temptation cf the Devil, the 
.great-Adverſary of our Souls : Who knows the great 
and ſaving Efhcacy of this Sacrament, and therefore 
 wouldinot have Men uſe it : Who knows, that if. we 
ſeriouſly and frequently attend upon this. Means of our 
Salration he 'my{t deſpair-of ever accompliſhing our _ 
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Deftrution. Oh let us defeat the malicious Deſign'of 
our Enemy, and reſift all Suggeftions that would 'bear 
vs off from this prattice, 

Let us confider how kindly and lovingly: the Lord 
Jeſus, the great Lover of Souls invites us to it ; Come 
unto me, ſays he, all ye that are weary. and heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt, Let us not give him caule to 
complain of us, and ſay, Te will not come unto me, that 
ye mipht have Life, Let us3 coniider what noble an4 
inviting Entertainment he has provided for us at thi; 
heavenly Feaſt : He deſigns to entertain-us with afſu- 
rances of his Love, with the Divine Influences of his 
Holy Spirit, with the joyful Pledges and Fore-taſts of 
Heaven ; and is this what is but fit to be deſpiſed ! 
Confder at what a coftly Rate and Price he has: provi- 
ded us this Entertainment ! Even at the Price of his own 
cruel Sufferings, and bitter Death, and of his moſt pre- 
cious Blood, If we love our Suuls then, and have any 
concern for their Salvation, let us prepare our ſelves 
and come to this Sacrament as oftenas we can ; If we. 


have any true Love to the Lord Jefus, our beſt Friend, 


our kind Saviour, who loved us and laid down his Life 
for us 3 Let us earneſtly defire and ſeek the Purchaſes 
of his Blood, and ſeek tv be made partakers of them in 
that way in which he has appointed usto do ſo z as we 
ſhall certainly do, if we really and fincerely defire them. 


Set. XII. Of Fitneſs to come to this Sacramept. 


'U1 T the common Pretence and Excuſe that hin- 
ders Men from coming to this Sacrament, is, Thas 

they are not fit for it : And they are afraid of Eating 
and Drinking unworthily, and of incurring their own 
Damnation thereby. Ir is therefore the Deſign of this: 
little Book to 'ſhew what Firneſs is requiſite for a wor-; 
thy and profitable Receiving of this Sacrament z and to; 
kelp Men to, that Fitneſs by the Bleſſing of God z which 
they. ſhall-not fail: to obtain.of him by earneft Prayer, 
andithe ſerious and frequent peruſal of what is here:pre-: 
tented: > | ; + os. 
- And fince in celebrating this Sacrament of the Body 
and blood of .our Lord Jelus Chriſt, we.are $0 renew. 
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and conficm this Covenant which w2 have been ſpeak» 
ing of between God and Us; This will abundantly di 
re&t us what Preparation and Fitneſs is requiftte. that- 
we may be mect Partakers of it to our Profit and Com- 
fort. And it is necefſary that we know what the Terms 
and Conditions of it are which God requires to be per- 
formed on our parts, and what it offers and promiſes on 
God's part. This matter therefore has been already for 


that reafon diftinly and ſomewhat particularly repre- 


fented. 

Jn the next place, we muſt unfeignedly and ſincerely 
chuſe and lay hold on this Covenant: Ir muſt be the 
hearty defire, the fincere purpoſe of our Souls to be en- 
gaged in ic £ To be bound in theſe happy Bonds which 
tet our Souls at liberty from the Bonds of Sin and 
Death ; We muft delire the Bleſſings, and ſeek the Fa- 
yours of it, and readily accept and ſubmit to the Terms 
and. Conditions z and declare, that we will expett our 
Salvation upon thoſe Terms. 

And alſo we muſt, certainly, be very thankful ta 
the Son of God at this Memorial of his Death, fince 
ke became the Mediator of this - Covenant, and has by 
kis Death procured the Favour of new Terms of Salva- 
tion, and the Offer of Peace and: Reconcilement with 
God upon.fo gentle and cahe Terms. 

An4 he who has the Knowledge of this Covenant, 
and this good Diſpoſition of Mind thereupon, that Man 


is fit for this Sacrameut, and if he comes, be ſhall be a- 


welcome Gueſt at the Lord's Table. Now as I have re- 
preſented the Knowledge neceHary: to this, T {ball go on 


to repreſent alſo more particularly the gogd Diſpoſition - 


of Mind which we ought to come with. Aad [ ſhall 
repreſent this in ſuc a way, as will be fit to form ic in 
Men where it it notz or to excite and attuate it, and 
ſet it into Exerciſe where it is. I ſhall reprefent it in; 
the following Acts ur Exerciſes of it ; Which you may 
fake notice are a lively-Deſcription of a very meet Re- 
ceiver of this Sacrament, So that he who would be- 
eome fir for this Sacrament, muſt read and meditate on 
thoſe things, till he finds thoſe Diſpoſitions and Aﬀe- 
ions raikd in him, which are therein expreſſed. And 
he 
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he that would; knoty or find bimſelf fir for this Sacrament, 
muſt examine himſelf by them, and ſee whether they 
repreſent the State and Diſpoſition of his Mind or not: 
And if a Man be babitually. poſſeſſed with ſuch a good - 


.State of Mind, as theſe things will be, I believe, very 


agreeable to him, ſo they will be of uſe to fir up gbar 
Diſpoſition into; Exerciſe, and:to an attuat Fitneſs for. this - 
Sacrament z:As Fire -is wont, to- kindle Fire . in matter ' 
that is apt, and diſpoſed? to receive it, Further, he - 
that would bebave himſelf rightly and duly as the Sacras + 
ment to his Comfort and Benefit; as. he muſt have his - 
Mind then filed with ſuch Thoughts and AﬀeQtions as 
are here repreſented, ſo the. reading. of: theſe things - 
there, if he has leilure, will: be uſeful-to. poſſes bim- 
with ſuch Thoughts and Aﬀettions.. And laftly, He - 
that would maintain tve good Diſpoſttion of "Mind which - 
he has at the Sacrament,. may very profitably, for that 
purpole, read and meditate; on theſe things afterwards : 
Which will be as uſcfu}:;to.cheriſh and maintain, yea, -. 
and to improve in us this Diſpotition- of Mind, as they 
are to form it,. All. this-uſe, 1 dare. pretend, may be 
made of theſe Exerciles following. . 


Sect. XI: An Exerciſe of Thankful Remems - 
brance of the Death of Jeſus Chriſt... 


Ord, I am not worthy to live; if I do not always * 
I, remember the exceeding great Love of- my Lord . 
and only Saviovue Jeſus Chrift-in dying for: me 3 and if 
1-40 not mot: aftettionately contider and oblerve- the 
many. and incomparable Benefits, which by his precious - 
Blood ſhed; he hath obtained for: Sinners.» My Soul z-; 
That *thou- mayeſt know, in ſome-meaſure, the . won» 
drons heighth. the breadth, the depth, the length of 
the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus; That thou mayeſt en-- 
tertain the larger Apprehenſions of-that- Love,” which 
exceeds all finite Knowledge; .Thou muſt enlarge thy - 
Thoughts, nd take in all thou canft'of thefe Dimentſt> - 
ons of it. Conkider what a Depth of Wretchednels and 
Miſery' Jeſus reſcues: poor loft” Mankind from ! Confi- 
der what a glorions Heighth of Honour and Happineſs - 
ke defigns to- adyance: them t$0-! Conſider who _ 
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rellent Perſon is that has 'done-all this'for ns !- Confider | 
'v hat it coſt him to procure” for us ſacl a Redemption ! 
Behold the moſt amazing; but 'the moſt plealting Pro- - 
ſpe in-the World ! Redeeming Love { Dwell in the 
Contemplation -6f this ;  for-ſurely it is good to be 
"here * | 7: 1;1% 3" Lad | 's 
"45 for the\ Condition "Arito-which thou wert ſunk, it 
was [the vileſt and' thee moſy'miltrable that a. Creature 
could-fall into; It-: was perfettly . miſerable, for thou 
hadft utterly loft the. Favour of thy Maker the Foun- 
#ain-Good, and forfeited all Right, and loft all Hopes 
of ever being: happy.:* Thou: wert become a vile Sinner, 
-o(dious to: theipure and: Holy :God 3” and wert as con- 
temptible. as: miſerable! :'Phon- wert obnoxious to the 
'Eternal Wrath and:uft Vengzance - of the Almighty ; 
[Thou didſt deſerve to be thrown into the deep Lake of 
Fire and .Brimftone, where is Eternal Woe ang Sorrow, 
Weeipng and: Gnathing of Teeth ; where the Wrath of 
-God burns for ever,. and the Fire will never be quench- 
ed : From. whence there ſhall be no returning. Where 
wretched Creatures are Furies'to themlelves, and more 
than double all the.Torments. of Hell with' this tor- 
mentiog Thought, that they muſt all endure for ever : 
They will know . no intermiſfon or reſpite z they will 
never come to an'end, 'This is the ſad Portion of Sin» 
ners 3 And'tilis maſt all Mankind, after'a few com- 
plaining Days, _ſpcnt-in this low mortal Life, have 
been,.thrown1n'0:3 Andthere was no Creature znvHea> 
ven 97 ;Earth could polnbly have prevented thisDoom z 
nv;>Iit;-;coul4 ever baye been: avoided if Jeſus had not 
concerne( himſelt to help us.. : And -he has taken;away 
the neceflity:ofour Deftruttion 3 has rendred thjs Woe 
and Miſer y,now an ayuidable Thing : Is nor this a-glo+ 
rious Benefit ? ITE Bo OS 
Loox down, my >Soul,; in ſeri2us-Thoughts into that 
horrid Dungeon and Lake of Fire; imagine, as. thou 
mayft. well, - that. many. wretched Souls are: already 
plunged jatu.ity,” who:fquardered away. the Day.of Lites 
the precious time allowed.them of making their Peace 
with God, and to avoid thele Miſeries z- think thon 
{vet.them .wallpwing in Elamgs, ma bx 
ve td ue, 
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Fire, and in all parts themſehves- on 4 Flame ! And be 
ſure, if thou couldſt hear them, thou ſhouldft hear 
the moſt diſmal Howlings, bitter Complaints 3 ſome 
curſing the Day that ever they were born, and all,-at 
times, "curſing themſelves as cauſes of their own ruine; 
And'think now-if one of theſe deſpairing Souls' ſhould 
hare an Angel ſent- to: it,. that ſhould open tte. Priſons 
doors .and4 1-t hin» out, and fehd: him into this Worl4 
again to be in a condition and poſſthility of avoiding 
all this Miſery, would: he not account this a wonderful 
Favour / Such as he could never praiſe enough : Suck 
as could never be worthily requited,; It is, in truth, 
not leſs than:this that thou art beholden to the Lave of 
Jeſus for ;- It is not a leſs Faveur'to be kept from this 
Miſery,' than to be delivered .from it. into the State 
wherein thou now art. | | 
And thou art kept from this by the tender compaſ- 
fionate, and moſt patient Love of Jeſas ! Long ago, if 
thou had ſuffered thy Delerts,thou hadfſt been thrown: 
intothis Miſery; Long ago bave:thy Sins deſerved it : 
Ir is of the Lord's Mercy+tbat thou art not conſumed. 
Teſus has” reprieved thee by his-powerful Interceſſior' : 
He has procured that thou art-hitherto ſpared ; yea, he 
has procured: that thou mayeft,.if thong wilt, be par- 
doned ; and mayeſt for ever be. exempted ;from endu- 
ring.theſe intolerable. Miſeries. Oh, how much art. 
thou- obliged. ! Say. bow  uictul, :how:' neceſſary, how: 
great is your. Redeemer's Love !] Oh; what Love, what 
Praiſe.can reach it. ! Oh; compallionate Love, haw ſhall 
I find Exprefhons'fuitable to: tny kindneſs !--Why. was: 
my-Life ſo-dear to thee ! Why haſt thou not 'fuffer'd me” 
to periſh! Me, who am as unworthy of thy Favour, as 
Lam in diftre(s, -and: need of it 1 "4-7 
And does this engage thy wonder ſo, much, my Soul ?. 
Ic:may iadecd well:dp @;. but this alone mfft: not; de- 
tain it ; There are yet.mpre oceations 'for. thy Admi»: 
ration, and Praife jn;the.,Redeqmer's Love ! And this: 
thou wilt ſee,- if thoy:confider; what a glorious Heighth- 
ef Honour and Happineſs he: deſigns ta advance. poor,” 
vile, contemptible $inners .to. ,/T hole that have ren-: 
&r'd themſelves. pnwortby: of tþis Earth, -and evegans ; 
| ns 
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| this low, mortal Eife, he intends to advance them td | 
Heaven, and give them an Eternal Life. Thoſe that ' 
are unworthy, of any thing that is good and comfarta- © - 
ble,. he inteads to make them perfectly happy. Thoſe 
that deſerve the utmoſt contempt of their Maker ; that 
ate fallen under the inſults and Scorn of the abxet De- 
vils, he intends for the Honour of ſeeing - Gud, and 
dwelling in his bliſsful Preſence fur ever. O rich and 
bounteous Love ! Nothing leſs will ſerve him, but that 
where he is, we alſo ſhould. be. Think, my Soul, if 
thou carnift what Heaven is. 

Think of:a-bright ang glorious Place, where this Sun 
would be aſhamed, and even diſappear, as now the Stars 
do at: his'rifng. Think of an innumerable Campany of 
gtorious Creatures,” each of them more bright than he. 
'Ehink thou ſeeft them all in Joy, all-raviſhe and tran» 
ſportet with Pleaſure,. and thy (elf among them parta- 
king of that. Joy and Pleaſure,. Think thou wert now in 
the Preſence of the Fountain-Good, receiving imme- 
diately from himſelf the Teftimonies and Communica» 
tions of Infinite Love !' That thou wert there, where 
no Fear or Sorrow can ever come ! Where the Joy is 
pure without allay ! Where the Pleaſure is ſolid and a- 
biding, not likely to leave thee in diſcontent and diftaft ' 
Where the Joy and Pleaſure ſhall never End ! Oh, how 
glad wouldft thou be to find thy ſelf there | Thou 
mayſt_ believe it-is not poſſible for- thy Heart now to 

- conceive the mighty ' Joy,” which would poſlcſs thee : 
And to this Happineſs, even-to this, does the Redee- 
mer's Love detign to bring thee, He would have thee 
attain this Happineſs ; He offers it thee on gentle Terms : 
He offers to guide and helpthee thither, if thou wilt but 
give up thy ſelf to his kind and gracious Condut. And 
is not this amazing and obhiging Love ! 

All. the Joy and Happinels of Heaven may be my E- 
ternal Portion if 1 will 3 and: ſhall be fo if I am not 
wanting to' myſelf Jeſus has not been, nor will be 
wanting to do all- that in him lies to bring me to it, 
He does not grudge me the higheſt Bliſs that my Na- 
ture is capable to-attain, or that my own kindeſt Wiſhes 
te-my- ſelf can defire. - He loyes me, then, as —_ as 

, can 
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[ can love my ſelf, and is willing to make me as happy 


ta- =—as I can delire to be; and more happy, than I can con- 


ole 
hat 


ceive Or imagine. Such is the Love of Jeſus-to a Wretch,. 
that deſerves only his Hatred 'and Contempe, 

But doſt thou know, my Soul 2 Canft thou think who 
the Perſon is that has done theſe great Things for thee ?- 
Fam (ure, if' thou-hadft not been told, thou could ne- 
yer have imagined it.. Infinite Love indeed might be 
ſuppoſed to be in the Son of God ;. but he has Infinite 
Greatneſs, Majeſty and Glory tov; he is exalred ſo- far 
above us, that it were even Inflaite Condeſcenſion for 
him to regard or concern himſelf about the Miſery 
which ſuch low things,as we had pulled upon our ſelves. 
Belides, he is infinitely pure and holy too, and has an 
eternal Hatred of all Sin. and Wickedneſs ;. and we be- 
eame milſzrable by our Sin. And he loves the Father 
with an infinite Love 3 and he made Mankind to lore, 
and bonour, and praile the Father; but they have for- 
faken the ead of their Being, and turned to hate, and 
deſpiſe even the good and glorivus God.. And could 
be imagined, that ever ſuch Perſons ſhould be redee- 
med, than by the:Son of God ? 

But be aftoniſh'd, Oh ye Heavens ! Sing Praiſes, Oh 
ye glorious Hoſts of Angels ! Produce your lofrieft 
Hymns, and help, Oh help poor feeble Mortals to 
praiſe the Son of God? For it was he that became our 
Mediator ; He took upon him the kind. Office ot 
being our Saviour 7; It was the Son of God that did us 
this kindneſs. The Eternal, the Only-begotten Son 
of God z: who is the expreſs Image of the Father's Per» 
fon, and the brighmeſs of his Glory. This Perſon, my 
Soul, whom thoy muſt own tv be the true and eternal 
God, by whom the Worlds were made z who ſuſtains 
all things 3. who is the Glory of Heaven, and the Stabi- 
lity of Earthz who is incomprehenhble in his. Great- 
nels ;'and, to be ſpre, Mighty to fave, is he who re- 
garded us in our vile Miſery, and mo deſpicable Cons» 

dition. 

Who pitied-us ia the Miſery which we had madly 
Pull'd upon our (elves which, we had deeply delerved ! 
Who loved Sinners, the moſt hatefut things that = 8 
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Oh the wonder ! that h& ſhould retain Kindneſs, and 
think Thoughts of Love towards us after the Abuſe of 
great creating Love z to us who are altogether unpro--] - 
tfitable to him ! Whoſe Happineſs is not at all neceflary, | 
nor can make any Addition to his-! He had been eternal- ! 
Jy happy,"if all we had been for ever loſt and miſerable ; 
Yet 'he would not ſee us loft 3 he afforded his help, 
when all-other help utterly failed us, and we maft have 
periſhed, if he had not helped us. 

But go on, my Soul, for the Way is ſtill pleaſant, and 
firowed with new and various Delights; and conlider 
roo, in what Way and Method this glorious Perſon the 
Son of God accompliſh'd this great Salvation : What he 
undertook to do, and what to ſuffer, that he might 
ſave thee. | 

Thou: muſt know, then, that this excellent Perſon 
meditated and defligned no leſs Condeſcenſion, when he 
undertook to ſave thee, than to. become Man for thy 
ſake. ' He intended it then, and in the Fulnefs of Time 
ſubmitted to it. The Word was male Fl:ſh. The Son 
of God took a Hnmane Nature, and became the Son of 
Dxvil : For hz: was born' of a Virgin, who was cf the 
Houſe and Family of David : A Royal Family indeed ; 
but in this Branch of it, atleaſt, ſunk into Poverty and 
Contempt. He who'mace the Worlds, condeſcended 
'to be made of a Woman ! He who is Lord of Life and 
Glory, became ſubje&'to the Law that obliges Crea- 
tures ! He whonr the Angels account it their Honour 
to attend and worſhip, made himſelf-of no Reputation, 
took upon him the form of a Servant, and expoſed him- 
ſelf to the Contempt and4 Scorn of Men. - Oh Son of 
God, how couldft thou endure to live upon this Earth 
ſo defiled ' with Sin, to'converſe with odious Sinners ? 
We muſt” needs wonder, that when thou wert in our 
zailty Worlt, thou'diafi-not ſhew thy terrible Hatred: 
and Reſentment of the Sins of Men; in ſending Plagues' 
and Deſolations about the rebellious-World. It is an 
amazement -that thou fhouldeft- here go about doing. 
good ! But this was thy conftant Prattice ; It was glo»- 
r.0us Love, Oh adorable Son of God, which 'brought 
thee down among us'; and Love ſpake in eyery wr, 
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'y, + in raking it into a Perſonal Union. with thy-ſelf } Thus 
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of thine ;Love-attend=d all thy Stepsz;Love-to Mankind 


| was exerciſed in all thy Attions; What exceeding Ho- 


haſt thou exalted it above the Angels, and abundantly 
vindicated it from the Contempt of Devils ; who firft 
defiled, and then utterly deſpiſed it.; So low and mean 
is thy Coudeſcenfion; and {o glorious, our Exaltation / 
Behold, my Soul, the Son of Go4 become our Brother ! 
And as he is our Brother, he: does .exalt us to become 
Sons of Go4, together with him ; And his Father be- 
comes our .Father.. Oh, what manwer of Love # thy, 
that we ſhould be called the Son's of God ! _ 

- But this is not all the. Condeſcention of the Son of 
God to ſave Mankina, that he took to himſelf the Hu- 
mane Nature : No ; though this was much, yet he did 
more; much. more. than. this., He undertook to die a 
Sacrifice. for the Sins of, Men, ,which,. as Gad, he could 
votdo;z an (therefore he became:Man, that. he mighs 
be capable .of dying, :- And in humbling, he kumbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, .even the Death 
of the Croſs. - And here, if-ever,, my Soul, thon wilt be 
loſt in aftpniſhment; in conſidering thy Saviour's Love 
to. Mankind ; Thou wilt ſurely deſpite. all things be- 
fide ; Thou wilt, like his great Apoſile-and Lover, be 
forced to value no Knowledge, but that of Chrift,. and - 
him crucified 3, and to.account all things but droſs and dang, 
that thou may'ſt gain an Intereſt in this Love. That it 
may thus engage thee, conſider nuw the Death which 
Jeſus underwent for thee., 

Was it the Death of the-Croſs ? Was my Saviour cru- 
cify'd? And what kind of Death was this? His Ene» 
mies,.'the unbelieving Jews, choſe it for him, and the 
Heatheniſh- ; Koman Soldiers executed it. And this 
Death was the vileſt; and the moſt ignominious one in 
the account of the Romans z ſuch as they put none to but 
the moſt contemptible Abjetts, and the baſeſt Malcfa- 
&ors, And this Death was, in the account of the Jew- 
iſh Law; .an accurled one ; he was reckon'd accurſed of 
God that was hanged on a Tree, But let me conhlidec the 


Indignities, the contemptuous uſage: which attended my 
| D * Vi 
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Saviour's Death, and how painful and afflifting it muſt 
needs have been to him. | : 

' As ſoon as the blefſed Jeſus was condemned to die; 
he was committed to rude Soldiers, who made it their 
Fport to injure and abuſe him. They ftript him of his 
Cloaths, tied him to a Pillar, and cruelly ſcourged him 


vn his naked Back. Oh Jeſu! I love and adore thee, | 


whom theſe Wretches thus vilely abuſed ! I grieve for 


thy Injuries, 'and am afflited with thy Pain ! After this | 


they platted a Crown of Thorns, and forced it, to make 
it fit faft upon his Head ; wounding and tearing there- 
by his Sacred Temples z and then, my Soul, had 1 been 


, there, I might have ſcen his own Blood running down, |, 


and diſguiſing his bleſſed Face. Oh what a diſguiſe of 
that Majeſty and Meekneſs, of that venerable Sweetneſs, 
that awful Goodneſs which had always dwelt there ! 
They then found out ſome contemptible Purple Gar- 
ment, and put it on him, and put a Reel in his Hand 
to imitate a Scepter z and then mockt him with bowing 
the Knee before him, and crying, Hail King of the Fews. 
And to ſhew how little Honour or Reverence they in- 
tended him in this, they moſt .{Ulainfully ſpic in his- 


Face, and buffeted him about, among them, from one ' 


to another ; And, without doubt,. he thought himſelf 


the wittieſt of the Company,who could deviſe the great> | 


eft Aﬀeront. Thus was he injur'd and abus'd, who came 
into this World on the kind Deſign of faving loſt Sin- 
ners:; Thus was the King of Glory, the King, not of 
the Jews only, but of Heaven and Earth, mockt arid. 
deſpiſed by the vileſt of Men. 

When they had tired themſelves with this barbarons. 
Sport, and how much rather him ? They put his own 
Cloaths on him again, and-led bim away to crucifie him. 
And on him'they laid the heavy and ignominious burden 
of his Croſs, and he muſt carry, a leng way,, the Inftrwv 
ment of kis Shameand Death to the place of Execution, 


but they had uſed him roo il} before toleave him ftili a-- 


ble to carry (0 heavy a Load;and after he had hardly car- 
ried it a little way, he fell under it. I.ſee, O Son of God, 
and in this thy fainting under the Croſs,a manifeft proot 
that thou didft really take our Nature upon thee, with 
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the innocent Infirmities of it ; And I cannot chufe but 
admire and praiſe ſo wondrous a Condeſcenſion of the 
Almighty for our ſakes. They who ufed him fo cruelly 
before, I muſt needs imagine, did not exerciſe any 
Compaſhon to him upon this occaſion. I abhor to think, 
how inhumanely, 'tis probable,they uſed him now. But 
they laid at laſt the Burden upon other Shoulders ; for 


now their Malice was in haſte to he rid of him. 


When he was come to the place of Crucifixion, they 
ſtript him of all his Cloaths, and expoſed the freſh 
Wounds which the rude Scourge had given him, to the 
cold Air. They laid him upon his Crols, and violently 


' ſtretched out his Arms, and then drove a great Nail 


through each Hand : Thus faſtning to the tranſverſe 
Beam of the Croſs, thoſe bleſſed Hands which had been 
uſed in the working many a kind Miracle, but had ne- 
yer done any harm,and certainly deſerv'd a better 'ufage. 
Then they drove one or two great Nails through his 
Feet, and faſtned them to the upright Beam of the 
Croſs z thoſe Feet which had carried him diligently a- 
bout upon his kigd Buſineſs in the World z which was 


; toſeekand to ſave loſt Sinners, This being done, they 


ſet the Croſs upright, that he might hang upon thoſe 
Nails, drove through thoſe very ſenſible Parts of his Bo- 
dy, in exquiſite Pain and Torture, and expoſed to the 
view and (corn of the Spe&ators : And many of theſe 
reviled, inſulted over him, and derided him here. ' It 
would even wound a Heart that has any tenderneſs to 
think that any one ſhould be uſed ſo cruelly : and one 
could ſcarce forbear to feel ſome pity and trouble at ſee» 
ing even the moſt odious Malefattor in fuch a condition. 
But this was not a Malefattor, my Soul, but as thy Sing 
had made him one ! 

This was the innocent Jeſus, who had done no Ini- 
quity, neither was Guile found in his Mouth ! This was 
thy Lover, thy Saviour, thy Friend that hung here 3 
and all this he endured for thee, My Soul, if thou hadit 
ſeen the loving Jeſus thns hanging upon theſe Nails, 
and bleeding trom his Head, and from his Hands, and 
from his Feet 3 and heard his'Enemies reviligg_ him 


there, what Reſentments would'ft thou have felt ! 
D 2 Would 
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Would not ſo ſad an Obje have made thy Tears keep 
paceat leaft with the drops of his moſt precious Blovd ? 
Would it not have made' thee alſo ſmite thy Breaſt as 
ſome of the SpeQators did ? Couldſt thou ſee this, and 
not feel thoſe Wounds, ani ſympathize with thoſe Pains 
heendur'd ? When every Wound might be underftood to 
ſay, Sinner, behold how I love thee ; All this I endure for 


thee : How then ſhould this Sacrament affet thee, which | 
isa lively Memorial of his Death 2 What a deep lence | 
of thy Saviour's Love and Sufferings ſhould this create | 


in thee ? When he is hcre, as it were, evidently: (ct 
forth crucified before thee ; I ſee here his pale, woun4- 


i 
' 


m— 


ed, bloodleſs, broken Body ; I ſec his Blcol poured out, | 


and ſcparated from it. Canſt thou ſee this, and ſay, 
my Love is crucify'd, and think thou ſeeſt him crown'd 
with Thorns, all over daub'a wich Dirt, and his Ene- 
mies filchy Spittle, and his own Blood, and not be ſad- 
ly grieved to think he was put to endure all this by his 
love of thee ? Oh, crucified Jeſus. there was never Grief, 
there was never Love like thine ! All this endur'd for 
me / This commands and deſerves z Oh let it cauſe my 
great Grief for, and my ardent Love to thee. 


But all this which afflited his Body, was the leaſt | 
part of the Suffering he felt ; he ſuffer'd more, abun- ' 


dantly more, than all this in the Suffering of his Soul : 
For I'muft conſider further, that this Death of his was 
an accurſed ene in the account of the Jewiſh Law 3 that 


Is, in the account of God himſelf; for it was he that - 


had ordered. and taught them to account it ſo z on pur- 
poſe that. it might foretel and ſignifie before-hand, that 
the Redcemer of the World ſhould bear in his Death 
the Curſe and Puniſktmient which the Divine Law had 
julily threatned againſt *the fins of Men, This then 
muſt cal} tothy Mind the mighty Sufferings of his Soul, 
Hle was made a curſe fer us, and God laid on tim the int- 
quiti's cf us all, By Men was he treated as a Malefa- 
etcr, and by God too. The Light of his Father's Coun- 
tenance, and the pleaſing Aſpetts of his Love, which 
had becn always the Joy of his Soul, an4 the Reward of 
all his Labours in his ſervice, and till now had been 
conſtantly enjoy'd, was now, whea he wanted it mot, 
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withdrawn 3 when he was under his ſharp outward Suf- 
ferings, and when he was at the point of Death. Arid 


-| in making lis Soul an Offering for lin, he was atttited 


and terrified with; God's Almighty Wrath and Diſplea- 
ſure. This made, him cry out, who was Lilent before, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? He felt the 
Wrath which our Sins had deſerved. Oh terrible thing? 
Who can conceive what he endur'd? We may believe 
no Torments can exceed thoſe He felt in his Soul, ex- 
cept it be thoſe of Hell, if they do. 

Oh wounded Thought ! This ſtabs” and pierces my 
Sout ; This tells me, It was not fo much the cruel 
Few or barbarons Roman Soldier that tormented; and 
killed the loving Jelus, as the vile Sinner: It is T, as 
mong the reſt of Sinners, that gave him his cruelleft 
Wounds, his ſharpeſt Sorrows : It was I that wounded, 
that killed 'my Saviour and Friend; I ſhed his Life's 
moſt precious Blood, Was there ever ſuch a thing 
known befides this ? O Jeſu, there was never any Love 
like thine 3 anq there is nothing ſv vile, ſo baſe as a Sin«* 
ner; Greater Love than this hath no Man z that one lay 
down his Life tor his Friend: But thou haft laid down 


_ thine for Enemies, for thoſe that hated thee, yea for thoſe 


that killed thee ; Thou art there on the Croſs deſpiſed, 
that I might be hcnour'd ; Thou art there in pain, that 
I might be at cafe; Thou art there hungry and thirſty, 
that I might be ſupplied with all good things 5 Thou 
art there accurſed, that I might be bleft; Thou'art 
there deſerted by the Father's Fayour and Love, that 
I might enjoy the everlafting delights of it : Fhon art 
there dying, that I might live an everlaſting Life in Joy, 
and Glory unſpeakable and eternal.” Oh Jeſu 4 Was 
I more dear to thee than thine own Life ? Was I to be 
rather-indulged tian thine owh Eaſe;' and more to be 
reſpeQed than thine own Honour ?. What am T, Lord ? 
Oh, what is Man, that thou art thus 'mindrul of him? 
There was never Love like” thinzs3 none but a: God 
could love thus! Oh Adorable Myſtery! Oh Wonder 
of Wonders ! Thy Greatnels is unſearchable, thy: Love 
1s incomprehen(ible;' and thy ways are: = finding out? 
With profoundeft Reverence 1-adore thy incomprehen- 
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fible Love-: I leave off to fathom what I can never 
reach, and will give up my ſelf to praiſe and admire for 
'EVETS ; 


Set XIV. An Exerciſe of Repentance. 


T TAvel indeed given my kind and compafſonate Sa- 
' viour ſo much Grief by my Sins, and ſhall they 
give me none ? Oh that my Head were Waters, and my 
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, tov drench my filthy polluted 
"Soul ! But, alas! it is not all the Tears that I am able 
to ſhed, which could ever make me clean, or waſh out 
theStain of any, the leaſt of my Sins ! Oh, Iam became, 
it ſeems, ſo exceeding foul, and have contratted Stains 
of ſuch a nature, that nothing but this precious Stream, 
my Saviour's Life's Blood, can cleanſe me! How am I 
fallen from the Dignity and Honour of my Creation ! 
I was made little lower than the Angels by my bounte- 
ous Creator ; bnt IT have made my ſelf more vile than 
the Beaſts that periſh. I was made ſubje(t to no Crea- 
ture, not bound to pay any Homage or Service towards 
the glorious Angels, though made lower than them z 
but, alas, I have made my elf a Slave to the abjett De- 
vil. I have refuſed to ſerve God my Maker and Friend, 
and have drudged for my mortal Enemy. Oh wretched 
Man that T am ! I have ſought his Service, while I have 
declined thine; and run atter his Temptations, while I 
bave endeavoured to evade thy Commands. Oh, I have 
been forward to do Evil, and backward to all that is 
Good ; I have combined with my Soul's great Enemy, 
to haften and increaſe my Damnation. 


© Infinite Goodneſs | How unjuſtly, how baſely art 


thou requited for all thy bounteous Love to Mankind ! 
Who can conceive, or expreſs the Vilenels, the Enor- 
mity of Sin! Which is a Contempt of thy infinite Ma- 
jefty, a Rebellion againſt thy unqueſtionable Authori- 
ty, an Abuſe of thy free Geodnels, a Defiance of thy 
Almighty Power, a Denial of thy incomparable Wiſ- 
dom, and an Afﬀront to all thy glorious Attributes :; 
Which is contrary to that Honour and Homage which 
I owe thee as thy Creature. Wo is me that I ſhould 
ever offent| my Maker ! So liberal and ſo grocons. a 
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Father ! Wo is me that T ſhould flight and affront the 
Love of Jeſus my Redeemer, as I have done it in-che- 
riſhing thoſe vile Sins that he came to deftroy ! ,Oh Je- 
ſu, at what a coſtly Rate haft thou loved me, and: me- 
rited my Love! And' how leth, how ſlow am I to en» 
tertain the Love of thee ; Thou haſt loved, where thy 
Hatred has been deſerved ; and I, vile Wretch, have 
hated him that has infinitely deſerved my Love. Thy 
Love to me has been a vaſt Condeſcenfion, and has cau- 
ſed thy Humility nnd Abaſement z yet wouldeft thou 
love the Unworthy : But my Love to thee would have 
been my Honour and Glory, ,my everlafting Advance- 
ment; yet have I been unwilling to love thee. Wo 
is me, I have been obſtinate in Wickedneſs! Qh, how 
have I grieved the Holy Spirit, in negletting, reſiſting, 
and oppoſing his good and kind Morions in my Soul z 


turning a deaf Ear to his gentle Admonitions, and refus- 


fing to be- converted and healed. Oh my God, 4n our 
Sins we deſpiſe thy Will, and do our own ! We diſown 
thee, and make Gods of our ſeives. In our Sins we 
believe the great Deceiver before the God of Truth 
and follow his deluſfive Temptations, rather than thy 
rich and faithful Promiſes. In our Sins we prefer 
Earth before Heaven, the Creature before the Creator g 
and reckon there is more Happineſs in the enjoying 
ſome of them, than in the Enjoyment of Thee, the in- 
finite Fountain of Good, 

Oh .how vile, how enormous a thing is Sin ! Wha 
can ſutficiently hate it! I fee, O Lord, in the terrible 
Sufferings of my Saviour, thy mighty Diſpleaſure a» 
gainſt the Sins of Men, and it terrifies me to think of 
it. I plainly ſee how odious they are to the Divine 
Purity 3 in that ſo worthy nogl rene a Perſon, he who 
is ſo: well and juſtly beloved of the Father, was fore- 
ly afflicted 'by the Father hjmſelf, -when he þore the 
Sins of Mankind, 1 ſee thy Hatred, . OD Lord, againſt 
my Sinsz T believe it very guſt, and'IT cannot Chule but 
hate them too I will henceforth kate every. falſe way, 
but thy Lam will F love, I will love thy Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs, and utterly abhor what 1s ſo gontrary to 
it, as my Sins,... 1 will account it my greateR Hon 


to 
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to be'found In'the moſt creditable, or the moft applau: 
ded S$ths inthe Wofl4:-" Heneeforth will all'Sin have a 
moſt deformedand ugly' Viſage to my Eye 5'T ſhall ne+ 
ver think any one charming ; 1-[hall never account any 
one 'worthy-to be defired..  - 9 oo 0 1 
'But: when'f conſider, O Lord, the Courſe of my paſt 
Life; when I look into thy Commands, and compare 
with them my Thoughts; and Words, -and Attions, Oh 
what a mortifying View does this Examination preſent 
me ! Oh wretched Creature, I am confounded; I am 
filled with Tndignation againſt my ſelf, when'T ſee how 
much -T have” had "to do with this vile, this. ottious 
thing ! Wo-is me, and how mariy are my Tranſgrethons! 
They are, alas, more #1 number than the Hairs of my 
Head, and my Heart even fails me when I review them. 
I have ſinned in every Age cf my Life, ever ſmce I 
could know or chuſe my Actions! Ohn,. wretched:Crea- 
fure, how early did I begin td fin againſt thee ! How 
many haye been the unheeded Attions of my Life! The 
moſt of which, T much fear, have been  wicked,. fince 
they have proceeded from' one ſo' prone to do Evil as I. 
And huw many more muſt the Sins of my Words in: all 
likelihood have been, eſpecially While 1 did not ſet any 
watch upon my Tongue, nor keep the door of my Lips. 
And& wherrT think how eafie ahd abundantly the light 
Mind multiplies Though:s, I tremble to think how:my 
vain; fodliſh, vicions Mind has multiplied: Franſgteſſi- 
6ns too. Lord, who can underſtand bis | Errours 1 1 am 
amazed at the Number of my:Sins :;'T have linned, alas, 
againſt thee in every Circumſtance and Condition of my 
Life, -I have ſinned in every Relation towards Men 
not doing: that -Honour,' not paying that Juſtice,. not 
exerciſing that'Charity to iny/Neizhbour which Iought; 
t canview Nnorle of' thy Commands, but .it! callsto mind 
many fins 1-hire heengvilty' of. Very: oftety bave'l 
yepeted the Fime!Nh9; remynhrg to themy! 4s 2be. Dog 
#6 the filthineſs of bis vomiry - and; 45 the Swinermalowing 
in the mire;'-] haveſitmed againſt thy:Law; and againſt 
the Goſpel © Oh;How coll reception. have:Ligiven' to 
the OBe#%5thy Giace andMercy Homubave:T o<g: 
&1 ected 
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to conform to thee, and will' abandon and bz aſhamed - 


_ ta the Low's Supper. 4t” 
letted the great Salvation ! Trampled upon the Blood 
of the Covenant, and deſpiſed my Saviour's dying re- 


- deeming Love! Oh, how many of other Men's Sins have 


I been guilty of ! By my ill Example; by giving them 
needleſs and unjuſt Provocation ; by tempting and al- 
luring them to Sin z by aſſifting what I ought to have 
hindred z by conniving where I ought to have beſtowed: 
reproots z and by countenancing and abetting what I 
ought to have corrected and diſcouraged. I cannot, alas, 
pre:end to have done any good Attion without a Mix- 
ture of Evil in ic ; My beſt Works need the Blood of 
Chriſt to clean(e them, and make them fit to he preſen- 
tcd unto thee ; And indeed I want that. Blood to waſh 
even the Tears of my Repentance. What a mighty 
Charge am I able to draw up againſt my ſelf | Here thou 
may ſt particularly mer:tion thoſe Sins thou art ſenſible of } 
But thou, O Lord, knoweſt me better than I do my 
ſelf; and I dread to think how much more thou cant 
add ro the heavieſt Charge that I can bring againſt my 
ſeik. | 

I have been ſo vile as to fin deliberately againſt thee 
to do Evil, knowing that 1 did Evil. I have been ealt- 
ly induce to Sin ; the flighteft Temptations have pre- 
vailed with me; I have been alas, accuſtomed to do 
Evil. O Lord, thou haft exerciſed wonderful. Patience 
and Forbearance towards me in a long train and courſe 
of finning; and I hare been ſo baſe and ungrateful as 
to encourage my ſelf to tranigrels by that Patience which 
ſhoul:l have led me to Repentante. 

Oh wretched and vile Creature that I am, I have 
greatly finned, I am become exceeding guilty ! What 
{hall I ſay unto thee z Oh thou preſerver of Men, L 
will lay my ſelf down in the Duſt before thee. I am 
at thy Mercy, O Lord, and muſt own that I have de- 
ſerved the utmoſt ſeverity of thy Wrath. In the ſad 

ferings of Jeſus I ſee what my Sins have deſerved. 

ſee in his Contempt how I have deſerved to be deſpi- 
ſed. I ſee in his Thirft upon the Croſs how I have de- 
ſerved the want of all things comfortable. I ſee in his 
Agony, and by his Groans under the Divine Wrath, 
what . Diſpleaſure and Puniſhmeat I have drone to 
E uſer. 
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ſuffer. I ſee in his accurſed Death that I have deſerved 


to die, and he Eternally accurlcd and caft out of the _ 


Divine Favour. O Lord. I am unworthy, utterly un- 
worthy to breath in this Air of thine, to inhabit this 
Earth z to enjoy this chearful Light. I am leſs than 
the leaft of all thy Mercies. I muft judge, I muft con- 
demn my ſelf, I muft own thou wer:t juſt, and I ſhould 
have bur my deſerts, if I were now ſhut up in gloomy 
darkneſs 3 if I were now wrapt in everlaſtmg Flames z 
if 1 were feeling the Torments of the never-dying 
Worm, and of endleſs bitter Deſpair, 

Lord, I will puniſh, I will take vengeance on my 
lf for my Sins. I will leada Life of Mortification ra- 
ther than Indulgence; 1 will never allow again any 
high or admiring Thoughts of my (elf. It ſhall always 
keep me humble to thiak, how great diſparagement and 
vilenes I have contratted ! To conſider my (elf a Sin- 
ner, and that there is Impertection and Sin mixed with 
the beft of my Actions. 

But, O Lord, I beſeech thee do not thou enter into 
Judgment with thy Servant, for in thy ſight ſhall no 
Man living be juſtified. Oh deal not with me after my 
Sins 3 neither reward me after mine Iniquities. Bleſſed 
is the Man whoſe Iniquity is forgiven, whoſe Sin is co- 
vered. Spare me, good Lord ; ſpare thy Creature whom 
thou baft redeemed with thy moft precious Blood ! Oh 
ſpare the miſerable Wretch that confelſes his Faults ; 
reſtore thou him that is penitent. Pity thou him that 
is contrite ; Revive the Spirit of the humble z chear 
the contrite Heart ; A broken and a contrite Heart, 0 
God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. Give me, then, 1be joy of by 
Salvation ; uphold me with thy free Spirit : Then will I 
reach Tranſpreſjours thy ways, and Sinners ſhall be comvert- 
ed unto thee. Open thou my Li»s, O Lord, and my Mouth 
ſhall ſbew forth thy Praiſe. 


Set. XV. An Exerciſc of good Reſolutions, 


'@ - Crucified Jeſus ! Great Martyr of Love! I can- 
not chuſe but acknowledge, and admire and praiſe 
the exceeding Greztneſs uf thy dying Love ! Much it 
is, O Lord, that I reckon my {elf beholden to thee : _ 

wnat, 


to the Lod's Supper. 43 
what, Oh what ſhall Irender unto the Lord for all his 
Kindneſs and Benefits! Lord, when I ranſack my fore, 
I am aſhamed, I am utterly abaſht to find how poor 
It is. Oh, what can a Creature return to his Maker ? 
What can I give, that have nothing to give ? Who am 
nothing but what I have derived from thee-? Thy 
Goodnels indeed is ſuch, that thou requireſt no more 
than we are able to render, and with that thou art 
well-pleaſed : But that, O Lord, is (o little that I can- 
not be ſatisfhed with it. Oh let thy Fulneſs of all Excel- 
lent Grace, thy Fulneſs of Love fill me with all true 
Excellency and Love, that I may be the better and the 
worthier Gift to thee. 

Deareſt Jeſu ! For the Love of thee I readily renounce 
all the flattering Vanities of this World, all the moſt 
neceſlary Enjoyments of it, that T may ſteadily honour 
and enjoy thee: I account all things but Loſs and Dung, 
ani will not count my Life dear, that I may finiſh my 
Covrſe of Duty with joy, and may win Chriſt. 

But eſpecially, O Lord, for love of thee I do here 
utteily renounce, abdicate and abhor all my moſt dar- 
ling Sins. And it grieves me exceedingly that I ſhould 
ever be ſo bat as to entertain any Rivals of the loving 
Jeſus in my Heatt, O Lord, I hate them ſo much the 
more now, by how much the more I have formerly loved 
them, I will utterly caſt thcm out of my Heart; no 
more ſhall they harbour there z no longer will I enter- 
tain, no longer cheriſh thuſe thine Enemies. What ! 
Can 1 be kind to the bloody Crucifiers of my Lord ! 
See, my Soul ; ſee theſe Murderers all daubed with the 
Blood of thy Saviour. Away from me ye hateful 
Things : We will now inftantly part, never, 1 hope, 
to meet again, never to be acquainted more. Be gone 
without delay z I will thruſt you out of my 350ul 3 you 
have no right to abide here. Jeſus alone has right to 
poſſeſs and rule me. Away vile Envy, 1 cannot endure 
the ſight of thee ; Begone my Covetoulnels ; My Ma- 
lice I hate thee ; My Senſuality I will ſtarve thee ; My 
Pride I will humble thee: My Idleneſs thou haſt made 
me ſo much work to do, that Lam reſolved, I ſee it ab- 
ſolutely neceſary, to baniſh thee for ever from me. = 
Ks 2 
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my Lufts and vile AﬀeRtions begone; ye ſhall have no 
more kind uſage here z do not expett it. 

Jeſus. has all my Love, 1 have none for you, Iam 
all his, I am no more for ye. Begone, ye hateful Ty- 
rants of my Soul. Jeſus, a kind and gracious Maſter, 
impoſes gentle; Tasks, but you lay heavy Burdens upon 
me : 'His Toke is eafie, and bis Burden light 3 but your 
Commands are rigorous and intolerable. Jeſus has 
ſhown -me great and wonderous Love : Ye promiſe me 
much ſatisfattion and kindneſs, but perform nothing, 
No, ye have cheated and deceived me ; Ye have rob- 
bed me of my Peace, rob.:4 me of my Dignity, and 
Glory, and, which is mere, ye have robbed me of the 
Favour of my Gcd, What can you do fur me, if you 
ſhould do all that you promiſe, which is never to be 
expetted, that is comparable with what he can do for 
me z' what he is willing, and has faithfully promiſed 
to do for me, it T will but hate and forſake you ; or 
with what Jefus has already done to teftifle his Good» 
will and Kindnels to me. J<ſus made himſelf of no Re- 
putation tor my lake, and that he might advance me to 
the Higheit Honour : But ye would expoſe me to the 
utmolt Contempt of God, Angels and Devils : Jeſus 
has died for me that I might live for ever, but ye would 
kill mez Jeſus rules to ſave, but you to deſtioy, His 
Rewards are Eternal Life and happineſs, but your 
Wages is Dezth and Miſery everlaſting. When 1 come 
to dic, what fruit, what comfort can I expett from 
you ? Alas, ail that you could ever gain will leave me 
then, if it be not gone before, and | muſt go a poor, 
naked, friendlcls Stranger into the Erernal World z yea, 
for your-ſates I muſt, it I do not caſt you off, appear a 
hated guilty Rebel before my Lord and Judge, and be 
expolcd to all the Terrours of Divine Wrath. But the 
Love of Jeſus will not then forſake me : Neither Tri- 
bulation, Diſtreſs, Perſ:cution, nor Dcath it ſelf (hall 
ever ſeparate me from the Love of Jeſus if I will but be 
divorced from you. And Jeſus is King of the Witzr 
World, and will ſend his kind Angels to receive my 
departing Soul, out of the mean Tabernacle of my By- 
dy, and to condJudt it to a glorious Manlion ; 'T'o wel- 
| come 


thine Enemies and mine, bring them forth andlet them 
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come it from the Miſeries of this ſinful World, to con- 
gratulate my happy Vifory over you my Enemies, and 
carry me in Triumph to a Place of Bliſs, and to be with 
Chrift, Can I then ſo much abandon my Reaſon, ſo 
much miſtake my Intereſt, as to have any more to do 
with you ? 

O Lord, the great Redeemer have Mercy upon me, 
and deliver me from theſe tyrannous Maſters. Thy 
Service is perfett Freedom ; in keeping thy Commands 
there is greater Reward, Set my Soul, I pray, at liberty 
to run the Ways of thy Commandments. As for theſe 


be (lain before thee : Root them pertettly out of my 
Heart, Let them from henceforth be in a decaying, t 
languiſhing Condition, never thrive more, and quick- 
ly die. I will never be ſatisfied till I ſee them utterly 
deprived of all Motion, Sence and Life, O Jeſu, thy 
Croſs, thy Nails, thy Spear are due to theſe :; Let them 
from thence receive many mortal Wounds, that thou 
mayeſt never be diſpleaſed, nor I troubled or diſpara- 
ged with them any more. 

O crucified Love,thou haft prevented me by thy Love, 
and infinitely exceeded all that I can return ; But I will 
learn of thee to love, an4 follow thee as well as I can. 
Thou haſt given thy ſelf for me on the Croſs, and gi- 
veſt thy (elf to rac in this Sacrament :; Behold, O Lord, 
I offer my ſelf to thee, my whole ſelf, I offer and bring 
thee all the Faculties of my Soul, all the Members of 
my Body ; I otfer my Senles and my Paitions : I offer 
ail my Thoughts, my Words, and niy Actions : I offer 
all my De 'gns and Endeavours : All the Labours of 
my wo: 14ly Calling 3 all the Acoratio1 of my Worſhip 
and Devotions, 1 offer thee 21l my Poltcſhons in the 
World ; all the Perſons that 1 can command and infu- 
ence to worthip, honour and ſerve thee. 1] offer thee 
all the Days of my Lifez I offer thee my Neath whe 
has wilt plcaſe to require itz and both living and dy- 
ing I defire to'be thine, Ideiire to be entirely thine, 
Oh how dearly haſt thou bought this poor Gilt | Never 
was ſo great a Price, hel:de this, paid for any Creature. 
I will ive to my Love that died for me. I will hence- 
E 3 forth 
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forth look upon my ſelf as a devote conſecrated Thing, 
and will ever endeavour to remain {o, ani to carry. my 
ſelf as ſuch. T will never be willingly employ'd, but 
25 thou commandeft, and as thou alloweft. Lord, for 
thy ſake I wil) love thy Law, and it ſhall be my Medi- 
tation all the Day. I will love thy Commandments a» 
bove Gold, and all falſe Ways L[ will utterly abhor. 
Dearer ſhall thy Commandments be to me than "Thou- 
tands of Gold and Silver, and ſweeter than Honey from 
the Comb. I will love nothing but what thou loveſt, 
au will hate whatever is diſpteating to thee, 

' T am heartily grieved, O Lord, that I have ever lo- 
ved any thing, but thee, while I negletted to love thee, 
I am heartily aſhamed to think that I ſhould pl:ice no 
Aﬀedtion where all I could offer is but que, and beſtow 
all where little or -none was due, Eſpecially does it 
vex and grieve me that I ſhould be ſo monftrouſly uns 
grateful and miftaken, as to love any thing more than 
the loving Jeſus. Hereafter, deareſt Lord, I purpoſe to 
tove nothing but far below thee, and for thy ſake, what- 
ever I dv love : And what is moſt like thee, or moſt 
ſerviceable to thy Honour and Glory, ſhall have the 
inoft of my Love. 

Henceforth it fball be my Honour that I am a Ser» 
vant of Jeſus z it ſhall be my delight and pleaſure to 
be a lover of Jeſus ; it ſhall be my moſt valued Wealth 
that he is mine, and Iam his. Whom bave 1 in Heguen 
but thee, O Lord, and there is none on Earth that ] can 
defire in compariſon.zo thee. And therefore nothing can 
be ſo ſweet to me z nothing can afford me ſo much ſa- 
tixfation and joy, as to be able to ſay of thee, My be- 
loved is mine, and lam his. For me to be thine, O Je- 
ſu, is my Honour, my Security, my Peace and Hap- 
pineſs everlaſting. For thee tv be mine is health tu my 
Soul, ftrength to do thy Commandments z it is Joy un+ 
fpeakable and full of Glory ; it is Heaven on Earth, and 
the Heaven of Haven it is Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
San{tification, and Redemption to me, O rich and boun- 
reous Love, I am thine, O Lord, with all my Soul, 
that thou mayſt be mine, Oh how much ſhall I gaia 
by giving my (<li to thee: I ihall gain my (elf = be 

aved 
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ſaved from everlaſting Perdition, and I ſhall gairrevers: 
laſting Happineſs in the Enjoyment of thee. 

I am thine, O [eſa ; ſave me, 1 have (ought thy .Pre- 
cepts. Lord ſan{tifie me wholly, thats in Body, Sout, 
and Spirit T may be thine; Take a full poſſeſhon of me 
for the future ; and let not any other \Lord have Do- 
minion over me. O Lord, 1 bave ſmorn,. and 1 will 
perform it, that I will keep thy _—_— Fudgmentss T1 
parpole to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord, as knowing that my Labour ſhall not 
be tn vain in the Lord, I am thine, diſpoſe of me as 
thou pleaſeft ; I will bear thy Yoke, I will not decline 
thy Croſs, I will not deſpiſe thy ſhame ;- The re- 
proach of Chriſt ſhall be to me greater Riches than the 
Proſperity of this World. Let but thy Grace be ſuffi 
cient for me, and then call me to what thou pleaſeſt; I 
can do all things through Chriſt ftrengthening me. 
Lord, I ſhall not, I hope, fear or decline to ſuffer for 
thy ſake : No, though I ſhould die for thee, 1 purpoſe 
not to deny thee, But, alas, it troubles me to think 
how weak and vain all my Reſolutions are, and how 
ſoon they will come to nothing without thy continual 
Support and- Aſſhſtance, This troubles me z but it 8 
my comfort, that thy Grace is eaſily obtained 4 it may 
be now had for asking of it; O ſhield me with thy. Grace 
againſt all Temptations :. Hold up my goings in thy Ward, 
that my footſteps flip not : Guide thou me by thy Caunſel, 
ml thoa hiſt brought me to thy Glory. i f 


Sea. XVI. An Exerciſe of Faith. 


Belicve there is only one true ant living God z. who- 
] is the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, An: ins» 
finite, eternal, perfe& Being 3 the Maker and Preſer- 
ver, Owner and Governourc of all things, Who has. 
right to the Homage, Worſhip, and Obedience of Man- 
kind: Who has laid upon us hjs Laws, and takes notice 
of our Behaviour ;, that his Eyes behold all the Dwel- 
lers upan Earth, and tiy the Children of Men 3 That 
he is always nighto every one of us, for it is in him 
that we live, move, and have our Being, I believe, O 
Lord, that. thou, art, ard 4:t: a Rewarder of thoſe that di- 

| E. 4 ligently- 
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ligently feek thee: Thou haſt appointed a Day wherein 
thou wilt judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and ren» 
der to every Man according to his Works { That thoſe 
who are found wicked in that Day, ſhall go away ints 
everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous into Life 
'Eternal], 

But I believe alſo, that 19 the Lord our Cod velovp Mer- 
cies and Forgrvensſſes, though we have rebelled againſt him, 
if inthe way of his appointment we ſeek his Pardoning- 
Mercy. Thou hait, O Lord, blefted be thy Name, pro- 
claimed thy ſelf a God, forgiving Iniquity, Tranfgreſ- 
hon and Sin: And declareft, that thou defireſt not the 
Neath of a Sinner, hut had rather that he ſhould turn 
from his Wickedneſ and live. O wonlerful Conde- 
ſceniton and Goodnets ! Oh how (weet 15 thy Mercy ! 
How glorious aid great ! The excceding vilenelſs, and 
the unreaſonablenels of our Sins, do magnihe thy Mercy 
beyond a!i Compreheniion and P:aiſe. Favour and 
'Forgivencls toa baſe Sinner 1s that the Sinner could not 
expett till thou hadft declared it ſhould be obtained, 
and didit gracioufly offer it, 

When we were ſunk into the moſt abjz& Miſery by a 
vile Rebellion againſt thee; had rendred our ſelves ob- 
noxious to thy Eternal Hatred and Wrath, and deſerved 
to follow the Apoſtate Angels in their Fate and Damna- 
tion, as we had fullowed them in Rebellion : Then-did 
thy infinite Wiſlom contrive how to ſhow us Favour 
Jn a way coniiftent with thine own Honour ; Thou 
didft find out a way to ſpare us, and to puniſh our Sins 3 
to glorifie thy Juftice in taking Vengeance on our In- 
ventions, and thy Mercy ia ſaving the wretched Sin- 
ners: And God ſo loved the World, that he pave his oly 
begotten Son, that whoſoever belizves in him, ſhall not pe- 
'#iſb, but have everlaſting Life. Thou gaveſt, O Father, 
"thine only-begotten Son to the Condelcention and Mean- 
\nefs of taking our Nature upon him and to die a Sa- 
crifice for our Sinsz and on him, thy well beloved Son, 
didft thou lay the Iniquities of us all. And in hiz Death 
thou'haft received a full, perfett and ſufficient Sacrifice, 
' Oblation and-SatisfaQtion for' the Sins of the whole 

World. Thou haft laid our help 6n one that is migh- 
# ty, 
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ty, and able to ſave unto the utmoſt all that come unto 
God by him. We adore thy incomprehenſible Good - 
neſs and Compafhon tu Sinners ! Thou art abundant, 
O God, in Goodneſs and Truth ! 

Thy Mercy is over all thy Works: In Mercy thou 
haft great delight : We remember the glorious Exer- 
ciſes of it ; We know, O' Lord, thou canft pardon the 
greateſt Offences ; for thou haſt pardon'd very great 
Sinners ; David was forgiven his baſe Murder and A- 
dultery ; Manaſſeth hi3 horrid Idolatry, and filling Fe- 
ruſalem with innocent Blood ; The vile Adultereſs Mary 
Mzgdalen ; The Apoſtle Peter, who denicd and diſown- 
ed thee with an Oath ; The furious Saul, who blaſphe- 
med thee himſelf, and being exceedingly mad againſt 
thee, compelled others to blaſpheme ; All theſe are Mo- 
numents of thy glorious forgiving Mercy, Oh what 
comfortable, what joyful Hopes have we in ſuch Good- 
nels : 

We know, that having given us thy Son, thou wilt 
not deny us any thing that is neceſſary to our Salvation ; 
But if we ask, we ſhall receive z if we ſeek, we ſhall 
fhn4; if we knock, it ſhall be opened to us. On that 
Ranſome which my Saviour has paid for me, and on 
all tky gracious Promiſes which for his ſake thon haſt 
made, I do wholly and firmly rely. Wi l' an humole 
Confidence, O - Lord, that we may fi9d favour with 
thee, we remember before thee in this Sacrament the 
bleeding Wounds of thy dear Son and his precious 
Death, our rich Sacrifice for fin, We remember be- 
fore thee, and preſent unto thee, him whom thou haft 
{-t forth to be a propitiation through Faith in his Bloods 
And in his Name, relying upon the Value and Accep- 
tance of his Sacrifice, I, thy poor unworthy Servant, 
humbly preſent my ſelf before the Throne of thy Grace 
to ſeek thy Favour, begging leave that I may claim thy 
gracious Promiſes, which in him are Tea, and in him 
Amen z and that 1 may now entertain and delight my 
ſelf with the glorious Hopes which they afford. 

I deiire, I hope that thou wilt fully forgive my ma- 
nifold and great Tranſgreſhons, I dehire, I hope that 
thou wilt give me $by Holy Spirit, which thou hat 
"0 oy promalc & 
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promiſed to give to them that ask him. O grant me 
that Spirit to cleanſe me from all Qnrighteouſneſs, to 
purifie my polluted Soul x to;take away all the filthy 
ftains-of my Sins z to ſtrengthen my weakneſs in Tem- 
ptations z to be my ſupport and comforter under Dil- 
couragements and Affictions ;z to aſhft me in all my 
Duties z to guide my Way, and ſecure my Perleve- 
rance to the End. Thou, O Lord, who ſearcheft the 
Hearts, and trieft the Reins of Men, well knoweſt, 
wherein my greateſt weakneſs lies z Lord firengthen 
me in particular, I beſeech thee, againſt mine own In- 
iquity. TI defire, 1 hope thou wilt gracioully keep me 
unſpotted from the World: Keep me from following 
any of the Errours- and Vices that ſhall ever be in 
yogue with the giddy and wicked Muliitude, I de- 
fire, I hope thou wilt mercifully defend me againſt the 
Wiles and Devices of my Sovl's great Adverſary the 
Devil. I humbly commit my (elf co thy gracious keep- 
ing, Oh faithful Creator, 

1 defire, 1 hope, O Lord, that thou wilt bleſs me 
with Health, and with a competent Proviſion of what 
is needful for me, of the good things of this World 
and defend me, if it pleaſe thee, from Poverty, De- 
penclance and Contempt, Give ine neither Poverty 
nor Riches, bat feed me with the Food convenient for me. 
I know, O Lord, Man is borr 10 trouble as the ſparks fly 
«pward ; that fin entring intv this World, has brought 
Mwery and Affliction with itz and that our Folly and 
Perverſcneſs commonly nceds {uch Diſcipline to make us 
wiſe and good. I detire to ſubmit to whatever it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to order for me; to ſay always after the Ex- 
ample of my Saviour, Lord, tor my Will, but thine be 
fone, I hope thou wilt deal with me according tov thy 
Mercy, and lay upon me no more than thou-wilt in- 
able me to bear. I believe thou mayſt do me great 
good by my Afflictions 3 I pray thee ſanftifie them all 
to the promoting my Soul's Health, and my everlaſting 
Happineſs : And give me, I pray thee, an humble Re- 
f:gnation, and an invincible Patience, that I mayneither 
deſpiſe the chaſtning of the Lord, nor faint when EF 


am rebuked of him: Les me always encourage my ſelf 
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with this Aſfurance,. that theſe light Afﬀidtions, which 
are but for a moment, if they be patiently born, ſhall 
work for me a far more exceeding and <terual weight of 
Glory. 1 defire, I hope thou wilt dire(t and inable me 
ſo to pals through things Temporal, as that I may not 
finally loſe the things Eternal. That by thy Condutt 
and Guidance I may at laſt arrive ſafely to that hpapy 
World where the Weary are at Reſt ; where the Wic- 
ked ceaſed from Tronbling ; where Sorrow and Sigh- 
ing, and Pain and Vexation, and Fear and Care ſhall all 
be baniſhed ; all Tears ſhall be tor ever wiped from our 
Eyes, and we ſhall enjoy thee, and all that we can de- 
fire in perfe&t Bliſs, and Eternal Safety and Quiet. 

This is a true ſaying, and worthy of ail. Men-to- be- 
received, that Feſus Chrift came into the World to ſave 
Sinners, Lord, Ll receive it 5 Lord, I believe, help thou: 
my unbelicf. I helieve, O Jeſu, thou art . Chriſt the- 
50n of the living God, that ſhould come intothe World, 
Oh tender and condeſcending Love, how dear is that” 
Bls{ſed Name to me ! Jeſus my Saviour ! Oh how full 
of ſweetnels is it, as a rich Perfume ! Thy Name is as- 
Ointment poured forth | Oh be thowever Feſus to me. 
To thee, O Lord, I fly as a Refuge from the juſt: Wrath” 
of God I hare delerved; as able to conquer all-my ſpi- 
titual Enemies ; as willing to receive into thy. Protes 
ion all that come unto thee. Ob Lamb of God,. that 
rakef? away the Sins of the World, have Mercy-upon my: 
poor Soul z grant me thy Peace, Thou inviteft thoſe: 
that are weary and heavy laden to come uato thee : Be-- 
bold, Lord, 1 come, let me find Refi to my Soul.. 

I come to partake of the Happineſs of being-united 
to thee in-this Sacrament. 1I believe, O Lord, the-Trutly 
of all thy Promiſes, and the Vertue and Power of all 
thine Ordinances ;. And-that the Bread we break, and 
the Cup.we drink in this Sacrament, are not bare Signs, 
but real Inſtruments of Conveyance, and: the Commu» 
nications of thy Body and Blood ;. I come, then, that TL 
may receive thy Body. and Blood 3 may be intereſted: 
in the Merits of thy Paſſion ; that I may partake of thy 
Spirit, and be intituled to the Heavenly Inheritance, 


which thou haſt purchaſed for poor loſt Sinners. L 
come 
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come to make a thankful Remembrance of thy Þeath, 
which thou gdidft kindly ſubmit to for the Advantage 
-of Mankind > And by thy Death I hope to have Life 
everlaſting. | | 
 'I gladly embrace, © Lord, the Offers of thy Goſpel. 
I dehre thee to ſubdue in me all my rebellious Lufts and 
vile Aﬀettions, and as-a King to rule over me, I will 
account it my Honour to be thy meaneſt Subjett. I 
defire thee to afford me thy Heavenly Inftrattions $ 
teach me as a Prophet, anq4 make me wiſe to my Salva- 
tion through Faith that is in thee. I deſire thee to in- 
terceed for -me as Prieft in the Vertue of thy moſt va- 
luable Sacrifice ; and to beſtow upon me the large Ble#- 
ſings which thou haſt purchaſed fur Sinners. Thbeliere, 
O Lord, thou haſt died for vur Sins, and art riſen again 
for our Juftifcation,, IT defire thy Death may -utterly 
crucifie and kill all my fins and that thy Reſurrefion 
_ may revive my Hopes. By thy Reſurrection IT detire, 
 T hope for mine : By thy Aiceniion inte Heaven, I dehre 
thee to draw my Heart and Aﬀettions from this vain 
empty World, to the hearty Love and carneft Detire 
of heavenl4: Things : And T hope thou wilt raiſe me up 
at-the laſt Day, and bring me to be where thou arr, 
and give me an Everlaſting Life. I'take this Sacrament 
2s # Pledge of thy Everlaſting Love; as the Evidence of 
great:Love already ſhown me, and the Earneſt and Af- 
france of yet greater Communications to come. 

'My Soul thirſts for God,even for the living God ; Oh, 
when {hall 1 come andappear before Gol ! When ſhall 1 
feethy Face,O deareft Jeſus, without a veil! be kifs'd with 
the :Kiſſes of thy Mouth, enjoy thy ſelf immediately ? 
When ſhall theſe ſhort and faint Glimples of thy Glo- 
ry be exchanged for a full abiding ſ1ght of thee ? When 
ſhall 1 have leave not only to vitit, but. to dwell with 
thee: ; and to receive, not tranſient taſts, but drink large 
draughts of Delight.and Joy from ar infinite Fountain 
of Bliſs and Joy : for in thy preſence is fulneſs of Foy, 
and-at thy right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore, Oh, 
how I long that this my weary Pilgrimage were done ; 
That 1-were ablent from the Body, that I might be 
preſent with the Lord ;.'That-I might have no neceflary 
5,0 diyernon, 
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diverſion, deareft Jeſu, from perpetual contemplating, 
praiſing, loving and enjoying thee. For this, however, 
I do wait 3 This I do through thy Merits, and from 
thy infinite Love expe; and that ExpeQation . ſhall 
encourage me to labour in thy Service, to bear thy Croſs, 
and to follow thee whitherſoevr thou ſhalt call me, 
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Jeſu, thou art inflaite Love ! I cannot but with 
_/ great delight and wonder contemplate . thee z 
and when I do o, I feel a pleafing Conſtraint upon 
me to love. I muſt account this a moſt Excellent and 
Divine Qualification, which is ſo eminent in thee { 1 
mult reckon it my greateſt Honour to he conformed to 
the Son of God; and therefore I muft utterly diſlike 
and hate my ſelf for any defctt of Lore I find in my ſelf. 
Beliles, when I think how much 1 am loved z how 
much thy free and bounteous Luve has given, and how 
much 1t has forgiven to me, I am forc'd to account my 
ſeit baſe, and extreamly unworthy of this, if I do not: 
love much, 
I will put on, then, the moſt extenſive Char:ty that 
I can : I will wiſh well, and do good to all Men as far 
a3 I have power, and as oft as I have opportunity to 
do it : I will love my Neighbour as my ſelf; and ac- 
count him my Neighbour, who has any need of my 
kindneſs, and to whom I have it in my power to do any 
Otfice of kindneſs, whoſoever he bz. Thou, O Bleffzd 
Jeſu, haft loved the moſt unworthy Wretches: 1, then, 
will account none unworthy uf my Love and Good- 
will Thou haſt loved thole that were infintely be- 
low thee, and haſt mightily condeſcended to do 'them 
kindneſs. I will never account it betow me therefore 
to do an Office of kin 'neſs to my meaneft Neighbour z 
but rather the greater- the Condeſcenſion is in the 
doing it, the more I will value the opportunity of 
ſhowing therein the greater Likeneſs and Gratitude, 
to thee. Thou, Lord, haft loved thoſe that are alto- 
gether unproficable-to thee z and from whom thou 
canſt never receive a parallel Return of Love; I wilt 


be aſbamed, then, as I moſt juſtly may, to beftow no. 
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Benefits but where I have received, or expedt to re- 
ceive ſome. 

Thou, O Jeſu, haſt loved even thine Enemies, and - 
prayed tor thoſe that deſpitefully uſed and perſecuted thee : 
And this is a glorious Pattern which I intend, by the 
Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, to imitate, As for all that 
have injur'd me by Word or Deed, O Lord, I forgive 
them, and I pray thee to forgive them. 1 am more 
ſorry for their Error and Sin, than 1 am for any Loſs 
and Damage which is come, or may come to me by 
their Injury 3 Lord have Mercy upon their Souls z for- 
give my Enemies, Perſecutors and Slanderers, and tu:n 


" _ their Hearts. I defire no .harm to any that are my 


Enemies, if any be ſo ; Nor will I rejpice over them 
when they fall, but rather grieve to (ee it $5 much leſs 
will I ever ſeek their harm and miſchief. And I pur- 
poſe on the contrary, notwithſtanding all their unkind- 
neſs, to do them all the good Offices which I can y con- 
ſiſtently with a due care of my own ſafety, and with 
other Obligations and Duties to thee, or to others of 
my Neighbours. I purpole to ſtiftfy, and ſeek to do 
them good ; Toreturn Bleſſing for Curling, Reſpett for 
Contempt, and Guvod for Evil ; That I may, if it he 
poſhble, overcome evil with good, 

As it is the Charatter of Charity,not to be forward to 
think Evil, I will take care that no uncharitable Jealou- 
fies or Suſpicions of my Neighbour may repreſent him 
my Enemy who is not ſo ; I will take care not to in» 
terpret a miſtake into a malicious deſign z or that which 
is intended as a kindnefs, into an injury ; But will at- 
ways endeayour to take all his Words and Attions in 
the beſt ſence, and to put the beſt Interpretation upon 
them all that I can ; Eſpecially will I do thus by the 
Magiſtrate, as being bound to it by the Obligation to 
Reverence, and Honour him as well as by the Laws of 
Charity z and becauſe it is neceſſary and uleful to the 
publick Peace and Welfare, and lo is in its Effetts a 
Charity to others of my Neighbours tuo. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for all the kindneſs of my 
Friends, and for thoſe that have done me any good : I 
pray thee, O bounteous Love, abuagdantly to _ 
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them in this World and the next; in Temporal and 
. Eternal Bleſhngs continue or encreaſe their Store and- 
worldly Proſperity, if it may be good for them; and 
eſpecially blels them with Spiritual Bleſſings in Heas» 
v-nly Things. I will endeavour, as far as lies in my: 

wer, in what I car do for their outward Eftate, or 
or their Svuls, always to expreſs a meft grateful Sence 
of their kindneſs, I will not deſpiſe the Love of the 
meaneſt Perſon, much rather will I thankfully reſent 
the condeſcending Favours of thoſe that are above me, 

I make my humble Supplications to thee now, O 
Lord, at a good time, fur all Mankind: I recommend. 
- ro thy infinite Mercy all Fews, Turks and Infidels, Oh 
let them that fit in Darkneſs ſee thy marvelous Light, 
and be turned from the Power of Satan unto God : 
That the Earth might be filled with Knowledge of 
the Lord, as Waters cover the Sea. Let thy Goſpel of 
Holineſs, Peace and Love, O Jeſu, run and be glori- 
fied, from the riſing of the Sun, to the going down of 
the ſame. 

With great Trouble and Concern, O Lori, I con- 
fder how much of the wretched World lies in Wicks 
edneſs! O how fad a Thought is it, that ſuch a Savi- 
our ſhould be offer'd to Men, and fo few receive him ! 
How ſad is it to think, that ſo many Thouſands of 
Souls, fer wizom Chrift died, are likely to go down in- 
to the diſmal Caves of Hell ! That fo many who might 
be Eternally happy, and praiſe thee for ever, will de- 
ſtroy, and throw themſelves into everlaſting Miſery ! 
Kivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, becauſe Men make 
void thy Law: A Law 6 rich in Love, and fo con» 
deſcendiag in Grace, I am troubled, O Lord, becauſe 
they do not love thee, and becauſe they will deſtroy 
themſelves : Becauſe they affront and rebel againſt thy 
moſt obliging Goodneſs, and neglect ſo great Salvation 
as it offers them. 

Oh that I could fave many precious Souls from their 
Deſtruction Oh that I could pluck them as Brands out 
of the Burning ! As far as 1am able, and as becomes 
me to do in my place and ftation, I will endeavour to 
cure the Epidemical Wickedneſs of the Times I = = | 
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I will earneſtly endeavour to keep thoſe Souls that are 
under my Authority and Power, and that are of my 
Neighbourhood and Acquaintance, and whom I can 
have any influence over trom going down to everlaſt- 
ing Perdition, I will follow all that 1 may with Ad- 
vice and Counſel; and thoſe that I may not pretend to 
adviſe, I will endeavour to entreat, that they would he 
ſaved; And thoſe whom I ought to do this to, I will 
reprove and correct for any Wickenels that I obſerve 
in them. I will propagate, as well as I can, the ſaving 
Knowledge, and the Love of thee among the Ignorant 
and Carelel(s, and thoſe whom their Poverty hinders | 
from providing for themſelves; by giving among them, = 
according to my Ability, ſuch means of their Inſtrui- | 
on and Reformation as thy Favour has afforded the 
Publick, 
I am greatly troubled and concern'd at the Miſeries 
and Calamities which I hear of or ſee in the World ; Chat 
thy Creatures whom thou didft make, that thou might- 
eft love them, and that they might be happy, ſhould 
pull upun themſelves ſo much Miſery trom thy juſt | 
Wrath, and deſerv'd Veageance. Oh how ſad is it to 
think of Thouſands of People going down alive into the 
Pit, ſwallow'd up by ſudden Earthquakes and in a mo- | 
ment ſnatch'd hence into Eternity, without any time 
to prepare for their Departure. How it grieves me tv 
think of the ſad Effetts of pining Famine in ſome Pla- 
ces ; of infettious and peſtilential Diſcaſes in others, It 
wounds my Soul to coniider the woful Calamitiez and 
D-ſolations that attend horrid Wars! Oh huw deplo- 
rable a thing is it that Men ſhould ſeek to ſpill the Blovd 
of Men ; and give the Carkaſles of their own Kind for a 
Prey to Birds and wild Beaſts, Lord, rebuke the proud 
Difturbers of the World, abate their Pride, afſwage their 
Malice, and confound thew Devices; Grant that Wars 
may. ceaſe inall Lands, and gentle Love and happy Peace 
abound ! Proſper, good Lord, thoſe that endeavour for 
a juſt and ſafe Peace, that they may attain itz an4 ſcar» | 
ter thou the People that delight in War, Oh that thy 
Judgmenrs which are abroad in the Earth, might make 
the Inhavitants of the World to learn roms, 
: an 


to the Lo's Supper. 57 
and turn themſelves tothee who haſt ſmitten them, that 

thou mayeſt heal them. | 
As a Member of thy bleſſed Church, I am particular- 
ty concern'd for the- Tranquility and Peace, and the 
true Spiritual Glory and Proſperity of that. O Lord, 
purge out of thy Church whatever does diſpleaſe thee, 
and is deftruttive to the Souls of Men. Purge out of it 
whatever is an Offence to thoſe without: Poſſeſs all Chri- 
ſtians with this, that they are oblig'd to endeavour, that 
their Carriage may adorn and recommend their Religi- 
on in the ſight of the Infidels ; and to take care their 
Light may jo fhine hefore Men, that they ſeeing their good 
IVorks, may glorifie their Father which is in Heaven, Purge 
thy Church, we pray thee, from all falſe DoCttrinegand 
Hereftes z from Profaneneſs and-Perſecution ; from Su- 
perſtition and Cruelty z from Envy, Hatred, Malice,and 
all Uncharitableneſs. Bring into the way of Truth all 
ſuch as have erred, and are deceived ; Raiſe-up them 
that are fallen ; confirm, ani ftrengthen thoſe that ſtand 
in Piety and Vertue,and Profclhon of the Truth. Com- 
fort thoſe -Parts of thy Church that mourn, and are op- 
-_ under a barbarous Perſecution ; And let thine own 

ight Hand, and Holy Arm, in thydue time,give them 
a mighty Salvation. | 

O God of Love, O Prince of Peace, and God of Or- 
der, we pray thee, let thy Goſpel abundantly promote 
theſe good things in thy Church. Grant that there may 
be n0 Eurting nor deſtroying in all thy Holy Mountain : That 
all the Members of the Church, as Members of the ſame 
Body, and of one another, may have a cordial Aiﬀetti- 
on to each other ; Carrying themſelves with all lowlineſs 
and meekneſs to each other z and with long-ſuffering, fore 
bearing one another in Love, Grant that as there 1s but 
one Lord Feſus Chrift, whom we all pretend to Love and 
Reverence, as there is but one true Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one God and Father of us all, ſo we may all with one Mind 
and one Mouth glorifie thee our God. Grant that every 
Member of the Church may ſo know and keep its pro- 
per Place, that there may be no Schiſm in the Body. 

O Jeſu, King of Love, fill with thy kind and gentle 
Spirit all Chriftian Kings, Princes, and-Governours, Let 
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no proud Wrath, no malicious Envy, no greedy Cove- 
touſneſs, no turbulent Ambition reign inany ot them : 
Grant that they all, knowing whoſe Miniſters they are, 
may above all things ſeek thy Honour and Glory :; And 
that they may ſtudy to preferve the People committe.l 
ro their Care in Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs. That 
they may truly and indifferently adminifter Juſtice, to 
the Puniſhment of Wickedne(s and Vice, and 'to the 
Maintenance of thy true Religion and, Vertue. | 

Eſpecially, O Lord, we intreat thee to regard with 
peculiar Favour, thy Servant WILLIAM, our moR 
Gracious King, Let thy Wiſdom dirett him in all 
his Adminiftrations 3 thy Almighty Power promote 
his good Deſigns, that under him we may be Godly 
and Quietly govern'd. Let thy bounteous Goodneſs 
ſhower upon him abundantly all Perſonal Bleſſings , 
for his Body, and for his Soul, to his long Proſperity in 
this Life, and his everlaſting Happineſs in the next. 
Since by his Wiſdom and Care, -by bis Love to thee, 
and Goodneſs to us, with thy Bleſſing upon his Endea- 
vours, we enjoy the happy Liberty of thy Houle, and 
theſe thy bleſſed Ordinances, tov the Joy and Comfort 
of our Souls, we will never fail to remember him in all 
our Prayers and Supplications unto thee. 5-4-5 

Pour down an Abundance of thy Spirit, we pray 
thee, O gracious Jeſu, upon all Biſhops and Paſtors of 
thy Church, Repleniſh them with all right and ſound 
Knowledge, and a true Underſtanding of thy Word. 
OQh let not their Hearts be Jon, or their Actions 
be guided by the Deſigns cf Covetouſneſs or Ambiti- 
on ; But do thou poffeſs and rule them by a great Zeal 
for thy Glory, and for thy great Deſign, the Salvation 
of Souls : Grant that they may by their Holy Dottrine, 
and anſwerable Lives, be mightily ſucceſsful in turning 
many to Righteouſneſs 3 and that they may fave them- 
ſelves, and many of thoſe that axe committed to their 
Charge, : 

Since my Goodneſs, O-Lord, extends not to thee z 
and thou art above the receiving of any Advantage by 
the beſt Returns that I can make for all thy Bounty tv 
we : It ſhall be my Charge avd Care to require thy _ 

nels. 
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neſs upon thy Servants to whom I may be profirable. I 

willlove them, O Lord, that love thee, and do all the 

Good I can, to thoſe eſpecially that are of 1he Houſhold of 
Faith : 1 will gladly relieve the Neceſſities of thy Ser- 

vants which are made known to me 3 will feed the Hun«» 

gry, Cloath the Naked, inftrutt the Tgnorant, reduce 

the Wandring, vilit the Sick and Impritoned, comfort 

and help the Weak-hearted, and vindicate and aſſift the 

Fatherleſs and Widows in their Diftreſs, according as FE 
have Opportunity and Power to do ſo. And give me; 

E beſeech thee, O loving Jeſu, a juſt and large Notion 

of the Zouſhold of Faith, that I may not confine this my 

Charity within too narrow Bounds. Let me be always 

afraid of reſtraining it within too narrow Limits, never 

of extending it too far among Chriſtians. 

I love thee, O Lord Jeſus, for making ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant a wy bor Charity my Duty, and do account 
even this an Inſtance of thy Charity to me. If there be 
any other Exercife of this Divine Vertue,O Lord, which 
I have not thought of, I deſire thee, the great Fountain 
of Love, to admoniſh me of it, and always to diſpoſe 
me to it. Grant that in the pleaſing Exerciſe of Love 
I way pals the time of my ſojourning here in this mali- 
cious, miſerable World ; till 1 come at length. to that 
happy One, where fincere, abundant, and unalterable 
Love, and Joy, and Glory dwell for ever. 


Set. XVIII. Prayers for Preparation. 


I God of Love, Father of all Mercies, and Giver of 

every good and perfet Gift » 1t ws. thy Command,. 
and I reckon it a kind and 4 juſt One, that I ſhould celes 
brate this Sacrament in Remembrance of the Death and Sa- 
crifice of thy dear Son, our only Saviour and. Redeemer, the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt z ro make me thankful for bis Love, and: 
for the Benefits of bis Paſſion and Death, and that I might 
be mad? a Partater of *rhoſe incomparable Benefits. : Thou 
baſt commanded me in this way to renew my Covenant with 
thee ; 10 declare my ſelf thy Creature and Servant, and bind 
my ſelf to continue thy faizhful Servant, and to live as be= 
comes one that had his yon. 7 ar thee. O Lord, I muſt ac- 


Lnowledge it js but 100 neceſſary for me to renew the Obliga» 
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tions which 1 am ſo apt to tranſgreſs. 1 am therefore hear- 
tily willing : I defire to firengthen the Bouds of Love, that 
they may bold me the faſter to my Duty, 1 would never be 
exempted from the Yoke of thy Service ; Oh do not thou caſ} 
me out of it for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt. And 1 am willing 
to remember my dear Saviour*s dying Love, to be deeply af- 
fetted with ir, and therefore to uſe ſo lively a Repreſentation 
of his Death, as be has provided in this Sacrament, I muſt 
indeed own my ſelf infinitely unworthy of ſo great good, bus 
Yet cannot chuſe but be earneſtly defirous, O Lord, 1 par- 
take abundantly in the Merits and Benefits of my Saviour's 
Death : There is nothing ſo dear to me as 10 have all mine 
Iniquittes pardow'd ;, to recover thy Favour : To enjoy the 


excellent Graces of the Holy Spirit, and be conſecrated for a . 


Sacred Temple to bim : To recetve Earneſts and Pledges, yea, 
and Foretaſtes of my future Foy and Happineſs : All which 
are the matchleſs Bleſſings he has purchaſed for me, and 
which thou haſt direRted thy Church 10 ſeek and partake of in 
and by this Sacrament. All this 1 bumbly ſeek and crave, 
through the Merits of Feſus Chriſt my Lord, t0 whom with 
the Father and the Holy Gboſt,be all Honour and Glory,World 
Without end. Amen. 

. TE. Almighty and moſt merciful God, 1 bleſs thee for this 
Sacrament, and would come 1 it with a hungring aud 
hbirſtin Soul. But, alas, bow ſhall I, apoor mean Creature, 
epproach thy Majefty ! How ſhall] a guilty polluted Sinner, 
dare 10 approach thy Puity and Holineſs ! O Lord, I am 
infinitely unworthy to come ſo near thee : Tet, it ſeems. thou 
doſt nor regard my unworthineſs, elſe thou wouldeſt never 
have invited me. Thou inviteſt poor ſinful Creatures in 
general to this Feaſt z thy Gueſts can, be none but ſuch : If 
all therefore that are unworthy to come, ſhould abſent theme 
ſelves, none of us would be there 3 and thy vaſt and kind 
Preparations would be in vain z 1 come therefore, moſt gr a- 
clous God, in Obedience t0 thy Command and Invitations. 
But I will come with the lowlicſt Reverence and Humility 
for thou baſt regard unto the lowly : 1 will come as a return- 
ing Prodigal, for thou art willivg to receive” ſuch, 1 will 
came, koping in thy infinite Mercy ;, for there 1s Mercy with 
thee, through Feſus Chriſt. My great Concery, 0 Lord, u, 
that 1 may be in ſome good meaſure fir to approach af 
thou; 
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though I can never be worthy ; and that 1 may bave and 
exerciſe thoſe Qualifications in my artendance on thee, which 


-are ſuitable to this Sacrament, and which thou requiret, 1 


bave therefore earneſtly endeavour d to find for then thoſe 
Qualifications in my ſelf : But, alas, O Lord, I dare not 
ruſt to my own Examinations or Endeavours. Do thou, the 
Heart-ſearching God, examine and try me : do thou, ] pray 
thee, prepare me. I fly to thy Grace and bleſſed Influence ; 
Lord, give me, I pray, what thou requireſt to be in me. It 
is my great Encouragement 10 make this Requeſt, that 7 know 
1 aSk berein what thou art willing to give. Thou, Lord, 
art always more ready to hear, than we 10 pray ;; and art 
wont to give more than either we deſire or deſerve, Thou 
knoweſt 1 cannot have theſe Qualifications but from thee 
Since therefore thou haſt commanded me 10 come poſſeſs d 
with them, I am ſure thou art willing to give thein. Thou 
art d:firous we ſhould come prepar'd, and ſuitable Gueſts 10 
this heavenly Entertainment z art deſirous t0 ſee thy Houſe 
filPd with ſuch. Fill me then, good Lord, and many other 
Souls, with thoſe Graces which it becomes us 10 approach 
thee with, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt our Mediator and 
Advocate, Amen. : 

III. 0 Lord of infinite Bounty and Power, 1 bumbly pray 
thee, give me a ſincere and unfeigned Repentance for all my 
Sins : Oh let the Remembrance of them be grievous unto me, 
the Burden and Influence of their Power intolerable, Poſſ:ſs 
me with a hea ty Shame and Sorrow, for tbat 1 bave ſo baſely 
an4 unworthily affronted thy infinite Majeſty, and put my kind 
Saviour to ſo much grief and ſuffering to ſave me. Poſſeſs 
me with an earneſt hatred of what 1s ſo diſpleaſmg to thee 
as my Sins juſtly are z, that 1 may earneſtly and ſteadily en- 
deavour 10 caſt them from me, Turn thou my fooliſh Heart 
from the Love of all Sin, to the Love of thee. Do thou, 0 
Lord, who beſt knoweſt all the dark Corners of my Heart, 
diſcover to me every lurkirg ſecret Evil, which ] bave nor 
been able by my Examination t0 obſerve z and let it now be 
brought forth and ſlain before thee. 

Increaſe in me, 0 good Lord, 1 bumbly pray, a lively Faith 
in thy Mercy, throngh the Merits and Mediation of Feſus 
Chriſt. Help me firmly to believe thy readineſs t0 recetve, 
end pardon Sinners that repent and return to wee s To rel 
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with all Aſſurance on the Sacrific: and Atonem-nt of thy Son's 
precious Death : Raiſe in - me the comfortable Hop:s of, a 
Mercy and Favour upon that ſure Foundation 7, and grant 
me 10 rejoyce in Hopes of ſeeing thy Glory. - 

Oh that my Heart may be all on a Flame of Divine Love, 
even « whole Burm-offering, when 1 remember and confider 
my Sevieur's dying Love 10 Sinners, Eſpecially when Þ ſee 
him in this Sacrament, as it were evidently ſet forth cruci- 
fied before me, When I ſee there bis broken Body, and his 
Blood poured out 4, and confider that all this be ſuffer'd for 
me. Oh ler ſuch a fight affeft me, as it ought to do, beyond 
all Expreſſion. Ob let it wansform me imo Love. Let it 
make ſuch firong and laſting Impreſſuns 14pon me, that I may 
ever afterwards be under the ſweet and mighty Influences of 
Love ; always be guided by the Laws, and aiming at the 
Ends of Love. Let Love and Thankfulneſs to him be greatly 
employing my Soul when ] am at this Sacrament, and be 
from thenceforth the great Concern and- Buſineſs, the very 
Form and Charafler of my whole Life for ever. 

And fince wy Love cannot redound 16 bis Advantage, 
make it 10 flow abundantly upon thoſe that love bim, Grve 
me a free Heart end Hand, end Power to do much geod 10 
them. Accordivg 10 my Power | purpoſe to exerciſe my Cha- 
rity towards them, and towards all Men, in Thought, Word, 
and Deed at this Sacrament, 1 pray that the Memorial of 
my dear Saviour's Love, may effettually irſpire me 10 do ſo : 
And 1 purpoſe, and defire, and pray, that thou wilt be plea- 

fed to enableme 20 abound in Love and good Works towards all 
Men, through the whole Courſe of my Life. 

Put, 1 beſeech thee, O Lord, my Soul in all reſpets ito 
ſuch @ poſture as becomes the Remembrance of a crucified 
Saviour, that 1 may be well-pleaſing and accepted with thee ; 
that thou mayeſt delight over me to do me good ;, that I may 
have Communion with thee to the Foy and Comfort of my 
Soul, 10 the increaſe of Spiritual Strength, to the ſecuring of 
my Perſeverance in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all my days. 
All which 1 bumbly ask in the Name of Feſus Chrifl, and 
further ergve whatever is comprebended in bis moſt abſolute 
Form of Prayer, ſaying, 

Our Father which art in Heaven, GT, Amen; 


Seft. XIX, 
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Set. XIX. Dire@ions for a devout Behaviour 
: at the Communion. 


Hanks be to God we hare ſo good Provifion made 
by our Church for the Adminittration of this bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament z that any good Soal may receive it with 
great Devotion and Cumfort, who will but ſeriouſly 
attend to what is appointed to be ſaid and done in that 
Adminiſtration ; as indeed many ſuch Souls, accuſtomed 
to it, have found by very comfortable Experience ; Up- 
on which account it were much to be delired, and ve 
adviſable that thoſe who are wont to attend this way but 
once ina Year, when they enter into an Orhice, wouid 
perſuade themſelves to come more frequently to it z that 
they might do ſo with the more comfort and advantage 
to their Souls, when that occaſion requires them tu do it : 
For the whole Buſineſs is ſo order'd , that 'tis very apt 
and fit to ſtir up in us the lively and vigorous Exerciſe 
of all thoſe Gra-es which are required to attend it. So 
that the beſt Advice which can be giren for our due 


- and profiiable Behaviour at the Holy Communion is 


this ; That the Communicant do very cloſely attend to 
what is order'd tv be ſaid and done by him that Mini- 
ſers, of by the Communicant himſelf, while they are 
upon this Duty. 

But becauſe the Communicants, eſpecially where the 
Number is great, (as I wiſh it were every-where) will 
have ſome Spaces wherein they may employ themſelves 
in ſome private Ejaculations and Devotions, while the 
reſt of the Company are receiving, if they are a good 
Number, you will have leiſure, and may very profitably 
entertain your ſelf with reading over the foregoing Ex» 
erciſes of thankful Remembrance, Faith, &. And in 
reading them,you may exerciſe thoſeGraces as you ought 
todo. If there wil) not be time to repeat them all, you 
may do well to chuſe ſome ſuch a one or more of them as 
is moſt ſuitable to the preſent State and Diſpoſition of 
your Mind:For the devout Soul may be at one time more 
taken up in Admiration and Praiſe of the dying Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; At another time it may be elpecial- 
ly poſſeſt with a deep Humiliation and Repentance z 
at 
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at anther time it may be elevated with the Hopes and 
Joys of Believing; or engag'd in making earneſt Refo- 


' lutions of Love, Obedience, and Gratitude to the great 


Redeemer : Orin Exerciſes cf Charicy to the miſerable 
and ſinful World ; and your Entertainment at this ſpare 
time may be cholen accordingly. Only this muſt be ad- 
viſed, in relation to this matter, that you ſhould make 
Obſervation of your ſelf, whether you do not"too com- 
monly fix your Meditations upon one, and the ſame of 
theſe Exerciſes, and ſo neglett the reſt ; For this muſt 
not be allow'd ; but you muſt conſtrain your ſelf, if 
need be, to uſe ſometimes one, and ſometimes another 
of theſe, that ſo you may at times exerciſe evety Grace, 
and by the exercile increale in all. 


Some Private Devotions at Home, after the 
Communion. 


Sect. XX. A Meditation in the Communion, 


'O my Soul, feriouſly confider how thou haft been 
honour'd, how thou haſt been entertain'd in the 
Houſe of God this Day ! Theu haſt been a Gueſt t6 
the King of Saints, the Lord of Life and Glory ; Di- 
vine Love has been thy heavenly Entertain ment, and 
Man did eat Angel's Food. Thy Saviour, thy Friend 
has brought thee into his Banquetting: Houſe, his Ban- 
ner over thee was Love, Thou canft not ſurely very 
ſoon forget the Pleaſures of this Feaſt ; Has it not letc 
behind it a very plealing reliſh ? Has it not put thy 
Mouth quite out of taſte towards the things of this 
World ? It is very fit that it ſhould do fo ; It would be- 
come thee for ſome time after this, to account this 
World's beſt Delights to be but ſour and inlipid z and 
certainly, if thou meditate upon the good Entertain- 
ment thou haſt had, it will be ſo. 

Jeſus, the glorious Son of God, was Maſter of the 
Feaſt thou haft been at ſo lately, and he was himſelf the 
Feaſt, Jeſus prepar'd it out of Love to thee, And be- 
cauſe his great Love could not (as we may eaſily ima- 
gine) provide any thing better, he provided himſelf to 


be thy. rich and coſtly Entertainment, He has halted 
thee 
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gnee with his Budy and Blood, He has, in giving thee 
that Rrealand Wine, which was by the Miniſter, @C- 
cording to his appointment, conſ. crated and fet apart, 
£0 repreſeat his broken Body, and his Blood ſhed for 
-Mankind, made thee a Partaker of the Spiritual Blet- 
ſings and Benefits of his Death and Paſſion. .. Oh how 
great things has he then beftow'd on thee ! Where canit 
thon find again ſuch Entertainment ? What Enjoyments 
of this poor World could afford it ? And if he. has gi- 
ven thee never ſo much of this World, he has herein 
given thee that which is of infinitely greater value : 
And if he has given thee but little of this World, thou 
haſt no reaſon to. complain of him who has been fo free, 
ſo bounteous to thee in ſ@ much better things. Say then 
to him, Oh how plenteous, how rich is thy Goodnels, 
Lord, which thou haſt in reſerve for thoſe that tear 
thee, and that hope in thy Mercy! ) 

He has treated thee with the: Pardon of all thy Sins, 
however numerous, however heinous and guilty. -Canft 
thou forbear to admire and praiſe © great a Favour? 
Is it not wondrous that ſo vaſt a Debt thould be ſo'free- 
ly forgiven thee ? Does not this Forgiveneſs reftore thee 
to the Almighty Favour and Love of God ? And give 
thee leave to ask, and groimd to expett, from reconci- 
led Heaven, all that is good for thee, and neceffary.to 
thy Salvation ? Oh ſay then, Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul :; All that is within me; praiſe his Holy Name z 
who hath redeemed my Life from Deftruttion, who 
forgiveth all my Sins ;. Who crowneth me with loving 
Kindneſs and tender Mexzcies : Oh, bleffed is the Man 
whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin-is cover'd : 
Bleſſed, O Lord Jeſus, is the Man that putteth his Truft 
in thee. 

He hath beſtow'd on thee, my Soul. his Holy Spirit 
to dwel} with, and to ſanQtifie thee, to fill thee with all 
Graces : To heal all the Diftempers of thy Soul, thy 
uneaſie, ſhameful Diftempers z\ to make thee tolerable 
and pleaſant to. thy ſelf, and aimable and well-pleating 
to hgn, Oh happy Souls, that are the Temples of this 
Holy Spirit ! Where he dwells, all things ſhall be m a 
beautiful Order z all things compoſed and calmz:and 
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peaceful ; all full of Joy ; There is a Peace which the 
World cannot give, and a Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory. In them Heaven' dwells already ; they ſhall be 
acquainted with its incomparable Felicities hzre on 
Earth; and they are-ſeal'd hereby to the Day of Re- 
demption. 

Thy loving Lord, then, has given thee at this Feaſt, 
tov, the Pledges and Earnefts of future Glory and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. He has even united thee to himſelf afrer a 
wonderful manner z he looks on thee as a Member of 
His own Body ; has made thee Pattaker in his Death,and 
intends thee to partake in his Reſurrettion. He will not 
teave thy Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thy dead Body to lie 
always under Diffolution, He will ſhew thee the Path of 
Life, and thou ſhalt dwell ar bis right band, where are 
Pleaſures for evermore : Thou ſhalt dwell in his Preſence, 
where is fulneſs of Foy. | 

Oh how like a God has thy glorious and kind Savi- 
our entertain'd thee ! None conid ever beſtow ſuch 
things on thee but he. Thou hait been treated as a 
Favourite of Heaven, who canſt no: chuſe but ackacw- 
_ thy ſelf a poor, vile, and contemprtible Sinner, All 
thete Bleſſings and Favours he hath conterr*'d upon thee, 
and given thee in this Sacrament ſentible Pledges and 
Tokens of them ; tho* thou art unworthy of the ve- 
ry meaneft and the commoneſt of his Gifts to Mankind. * 
Aﬀure thy {e1f, it was not for any Merit or Werthineſs 
in thee, that he has been ſo bountitnl, but of his own 
free Motion : There is nothing of Debt in his Love, 
but thou muft look upon it as altogether Obligation, 

And now, my Soul, thou muſt .confider too the 
mighty Obligation he has laid upon thee. Thou art 
able to promiſe, to do nothing in return for his Love, 
but whar he has infinicely oblig'd thee to. Should ſuch 
a Loveas this ever be forgotten z or rather ſhouldft thou 
not reſolve that thou wilt always, retain a grateful 
Sence of it : And that ſuch a Love ſhould be the greateſt 
Joy and the (ſweeteſt Delighr of thy Life ; Tha: ſuch a 
Lore {hall make an entire Canqueſt of thee 3 and make 
thee ' fubjett to the pleaſant Laws of it, through the 
whole Courſe of thy Lite, Thou canft not _ for 
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co him ; tolive to him that died for thee z to ſtudy ant 


ſhame, think of a leſs return, than to give up thy ſelf ; 


love what will pleaſe him, and do it in all things. No g 

thou canſt not think of any thing leſs than of being his 

Servant, who has bought thee-with ſo great a Price ?! 

Who has rar ſom'd thee from Hell and everlaſting Mi- 

ſery, And that by his own cruel Sufferings and accurſed 
cath, 

And will it ever b=come thee, thinkeſt thon, after 
thou haſt conſider'd the cruel Sufferings of Jeſus for thy 
ſake, to ſhrink or murmur at Sufferings, or guikily 
decline them ? Wilt thou pretend to be a Follower, 2 
Diſciple of Jeſus, and yet not be able to endure any 
thing grievous or jaconvenient ? Has he ſuffer'd very 
grievous things for thee, worſe by far than thou art a- 
ble, or wilt ever be call'd to ſuffer for his fake ? And 
wilt thou ſuffer nothing for him ? Was his way to Hea- 
ven encumbred with ſharp Thorns, and will it become 
thee to murmur if thine be not ſtrow'd with Roles ? 
Was the great and glorious Jeſus deſpiſed in the World, 
and muft thou be mightily reſpe&ted and honour'd ? 
Was Jeſus, the Son of David, (a rich and mighty King) 
mean and poor, and will nothing ſerve thee but to he 
vaſtly and ſuperfluouſly rich ? _ For ſhame, my Soul ! 
Thefe Deſires cannot become thee. It is enough for 
the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter ; and ſurely tis am 
Honour that the Servant be as his Lord;. If thon wilt 
be a Follower of Jeſus, thou muſt expett, as the World 
hated him, ſaw no Form nor Comelinels in him ; ſo it 
will hate, and it will ſcorn thee ;. It will not ſce any: 
thingto admire in thee, Confider the Sufferings of Je- 
ſus, and harden thy (elf ; learn from him tu deſpile the 
Inconveniences of this Life ; learn to {eſpiſe its Allur2- 
ments, From his Indifferency towards it, 'tis thy Du- 
ty and thy Hunour to be very. indifferent too, Ard 
this, as all thy Duty, thou wilt find pleaſant upon the 
trial of it, and a reward to thy ſelf. This will give thee: 
an invincible Compoſure and Peace of Mind, a happy 
Command and Enjoyment of thy. ſelf, under all the 
Vicifſitudes and Changes of this mutable . uncertain 


Worlk 
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Conſider further, my Soul z has he bleſt thee with 
the' Pardon of all! thy *ins ? And does not this oblige 
thee to take the utmoſt care that thu fin no more ? 
Know, he that has had much forgiven him, ſhou'd love 
much z and Love will nor let thee do any thing wil- 
hngly, that is ſo diſpleating and hateful to the kind 
and holy Jeſus, as the leaft Sin- would be. Contlider ; 
thy Sins were pardon'd to oblige thee to forſake them 
for ever 3 and this does greatly olzhige thee to it ; It were 
horrid and monſtrous Inyzrati ude, then. if the Pardon 
of : what is paſt ſhould encourage thee to begin a new 
ſcore, Oh abhor the Thoughts of this, and reckon 
thou art oblig'd to live with great Care of thy ſelf, to 
take great heed to thy Ways, to ſhun even the appear- 
ances of Evil, to abhor and avoid, as much as thow 
canſt, all Temptations to Wickednels. 

Confider,, my Soul, the Ho!y Spirit is come to dwell 
with thee ; to confecrate thee to be a Sacred Temple to 
himſelf! Oh Divine Gueſt ! Oh how great is thy Ho- 
nour and thy Happineſs ! Wilt thou not let him know, 
that thou duft account it both ? Wilt thou not ſtudy to 
de eafie to ſuch a Gueſt ? To ſhew him the greateft Re- 
ſpets ? Know then, that'he muſt rule in thy Heart x 


he muſt be, not-in Complement only, but in Reality, 


Maſfter of the Houſe, He is honourable enough, ſure+- 
ty, to have ſuch Reſpett done him ; And it will be-thy 
Advantage to give it him, He will order all things 
better there than ever thou couldit do -without him. 
Ang thou muſt take care, that thou never adm:t thy 
Lufts or vile Aﬀettions again ; He will nor dwell with 
ſuch vile Company 3 if thou wouldſt retain the Happi- 
neſs of his Preſence, they muſtbe for ever baniſh'd from 
thy Soul ; And ſure it ſhould be very eafie for thee to 
fee, *tis not fit, that they ſhould be allow'd ſo much as 
a Competition with him. 

Conltider too, how it becomes a Soul to live, that is 
deſign'd an Inhabitant of Heaven ; that is already made 
free of the N:w Feruſjalem, which is above. Should you 
not now conform your Manners to that bright Compa- 
ny ? Should you not conſider what a kind of Life they 
liv'd when they were here on Earth ; and ſer your ſelf 

£0 


A 


to follow them, as they were followers of Jeſus ? The 
Vertves which were ſo eminent in their 'Lives, -muft 
alſy ſhihe,jn yours, They were not many of then Etm- 
perors,”an4 Kings, and Queens on: Earth, becauſe thet 
Fortime, {hall'T fay, or rather that Burden, falls to the 
Thares of bit few'4mong Mankind : Neither" were they, 
it may. be; many -of them vaſtly rich, and*more than 
they needed tobe 3 Bat, which is better, and of more 
Advantage to themſelves than-either of theſe, -they were 
poor-in*Spirit 5 they were humble'and meek; they were 
temperate and ſober ; they were very good and merci- 
ful ; all their Zeat and concern was to advance the 
Glory of God, "Theſe are the Reps thou muſt tread inz 
this the "Way' thou - muſt 'foHow, to follow them-to 
Bliſs ; thou canft not come to their End in any contrary 
Way : 'Thon muſt nor be-conform'd to this World, but 'be 

tr amsformed by the R:newirg of thy Mild, 1 
Thou mutt not eagerly hunt after the Pleaſures; the 
Wealth and the Preferments of 'this World. It would 
become thee to be ever' very/imdifferent towards them, 
as having alteady taſted/aniienjoy'd far better thing3 
than they ;: What: is capable ta afford thee tncompara- 
bly more pleaſe and fatisfagi6) 3:And eſpecially'would 
this become thee, as being entitled to far better things: 
To more durable-and--tfeful- Riches, +more ſvlid *and 
laſting Pleaſures, and-lvy;far higher, Dignities and Pre- 
ferments. Theſe, thy Saviour and Friend, has given 
thee PleAges and Affiufances of Atthis Sacrament z and 
theſe he will beftoWat* the 1aft'-Diiy" tot thoſe that love 
J6d fear bj > 35000 6 eh 2 97 u0t -n = 
' For thon _mayeft etpeR «thit this: Jeſus; 'whoſe hum- 
ble Suffetings and Death thotfhaft now ' cormmemora- 
ted; wil come-again. in Glory, with the- Hoſt of glo- 
rious Angels attending them, to judge both the Quick 
andthe Dead*: * He will'come +0 fake Vengeance in 
Flantts of Fire; 0n' hint that obey nor bis Goſpek -And 
wilt cone: to' rewar? all his-faithftil- Servancs, to be 
glorified ant; admifd for his Bounty and Rewards toall 
chem that \b&lieve.* "Oh confider- Well, my Soul, that 
awful, certain Day; 2hd ſack -4s' thou wouldft then be 
found, endeavour now to be ; if this Life be diligently 
. employ 


| 
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employ'd in thy Mafter's Work z the performance of 


thoſe Duties which belong to thy Station, and Calling, 
and Relations z he wilt then ſay to thee, Well done good 
nd f arthful Servant, enter thou into thy Maſter's Foy. 
It will be more to thy Advantage, then, to have de- 


nied thy ſelf now for thy Maſter's Honour and Service, 


than to have indulg'd and pleas'd' thy (elf in all things 
it will -be of greateſt Advantage to thee,' then, to he 
found to have been ſober, and temperate, and good, and 
righteous, and religious: When all the Honours, and 
all the Favour and Applauſe of that Day will be given 
to ſuchy and-no other Differences among, Men ſhall be 


Tegarded,.. but their Differences in theſe things. Be ſure,. 


My-Seul, .it will not then repent thee, whatever it does 
now coft togain the Rewar4s and Honour of that Day. 
Reſolve firmly then, for a gou1 and holy Life z. be ne- 
ver a weary of well-doing, for there is an everlaſting 
Reft which ſhall receive-thee at the end of it, and the 
. time before thou wilt reach it is but ſhort. Be not diſ- 
couraged by any Difficulties thou mayſt meet with z if 
thou-wilt -boldly ftrive, thou ſhalt overcome them all, 
through Chriſt ftrengthening thee ; To whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft, One Ever-bleſſed' God, be 
all Honour and Glory, World without End. A-nen. 


Se. XX'. Prayers for a ſuitable Converſation. 


I. God, the Seength of all- them that put their Trufs 

in thee ;, mereifully- accept my Prayers and be- 
eauſe through the weakneſs of our mortal Nature, we can 
do v0 good thing withuns vhee, grant me the belp. of thy 
Grace, that in keeping 'thy. Commandments 1 may pleaſe 


thee-both in Will and Deed, rbrougb Feſus Chrif# our Lord, 


SFy Amen. 

H. Lord, the -Fountain of all Power wid Might, 
"A _# grant, | beſeech sbee, .to me thy Servant, Grace 

to withſtand tbe Temptations of the World, the Fle(b, and 


tbe Devils and with a-pure' Heart and Mmd to follow and © 


ſerve thee, -the only xwrue and living (God 1, and let me be ac- 


cepted with thee in all my Service, through Feſus Cbrift our - 


Lord, Amen. 
. III. O 


z 


- 
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to the Low's Supper. Tb 
m() Imighty God, who alone canſt order the unruly- 
” ills and Aﬀetions of ſmful Men, grant unto me 
"7 Servant, that I may love the things which thou: command- 
eſt, and defire thoſe glorious things which thou doſt promiſe z. 
that fo among the Jy and manifold Changes of this 
World, my hears may ſurtly there be fixed, where true Foys 
are robe found, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen; 


IV.T Ord of all Power and Might, who zrt the Author 

], and Giver of all good Things ; graft in my Hears 
the Love of thy Name ;, encreaſe. in me true Religion z, nou- 
riſh me in all Goodneſs, and of thy great Mercy keep me in 
the ſame, through Felus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


V. Lord, who baſt taught us, that al our doings, with- 
7 out Charity, are nothing worth : Send thy Holy 
Spirit, 1 beſeech thes, ad pour into mp Heart that moſt ex- 
cellent Gifs of Charity, th: very Bond of Peace, .and of all 
Vertues ; witbout which, whoſoever liveth, is dead before 
thee, Gram his for thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
x | | Amen. 
VI. A ev God, who haſt given thing only Son 10 be 
unto ws. both, a Sacrifice for Sin, and alſo. an Ex- 
ample of Godly Life. give me Grace that I may always moſt 
thintfully accept that his incſtimable Benefit, and alſo daily 
endezvour my ſelf to follow the bleſſed Steps of his moſt Holy 
Life, through the ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. ' 


VII. Rant, 1-beſcech. thee, Almighty God, that like as T 

do believe by. only begonen Son, our:Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, to have aſcended tmto the Heavens; jo I may alſo in 
Hears and Mind thither aſcend, and with bim continually 


» dwell, who liveth and reignetb with thee and tbe Holy 
-* Ghoſt, one God, World without End, Amen. 


vr M4 the Peace of God, which paſſerh all Un- 


\ 


derſtarding, keep my Heart and Mind in the 


' Knowledge and Love of -God, and of bis Son Feſus Chrift 
eur Lord, and the Bleſſmg of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be upay me, aud remam-with 
me always. Amen. 


IX. Glory 


/ 


far Gutde- - 


a” : "JI HO” ! . J 
IX. {7 Lory bez Father, and to the Soy, ay4- to the 


= 


AJ oy Ghoſt: As it 
ard ever ſpall be, World wittour End. Amen. 


i114, Sets NATE. 4 Project of RecolleGicn.” .. . 
"T*Hiscofitaigs the Sum of this. Book; and-is- made 
1-4 to. be-uſed: after-the reading any Parts of it in 

the Family or Cloſet. | 
() Met ea and glorious God ! Lord of Heaven an! 
I Fan, mfinite in. Majefly and Glory, and- in thy 
Greameſs wifearchable. All _ that are, do derive from 
thee; the Founzjain of Beings, alf- their Excellency, and all 
their Power," Thou'art worthy of the greateſt Reverence from 


"As it'mas in the Beginning, irn0w, 


of it ; "Day unto Day utteretb Speech, and Night unto Night 

pena ue Kane f ir ve eons 

greateſt, ang the moſt wilful FS ail 10 ſee it;vor 
t os 4 
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Parents, and 1b:y rebell'd aoainſt thee: And we are vheir * 
true and vile Off-ſprivg,  gobyg 'aftray from the Womb, living 


> 1” Enmity- apairſt thee,” and deſpifre thy Commandments, 


All the Wickeaveſs of the World, and the Affronts thou haſt 
reeetv'd from it; thou didft forſee z, and yet of thy great Pa- 
tzence and- Forbearance diſt ſpare our Firſt Parems, and 
permit them to propagate their baſe and corrupt Nature # 
And this gives us occaſion, O Lord, to refleft upon the great- 
&ft and moſt glor ious Exerciſe of thy Goodneſs to Mankind. 
When we were all putlty before thee, -and obnoxious 10 thy 
Eternal Wrath ;, and thy Homour, and thy Fuſtice did require 


our utter Kejettion and -Perdition > Tet even then did thy 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs contrive and afford us 4 Way ant 
Means of Salvation : And tiy-infinite Greameſs, though ſo 
exceedingly affronted, - did condeſcend to a Concern to ſave 
us; and a way was found out ſuitable t01hy Greameſs, and 
our Neceſſity. Even then did God the Father ſo love rhe 
World, that he gave bis only begotten Son, hat whoſoever 
believes in bim ſhould not periſh, but-bave'tverlafting life : 
And then did God the, Son, in bis infiitite Compaſſion 10- 
Mavkind, offer himſelf to be our Mediator 3, and be under- . 
took to purchaſe for us the Divine Favour which be had loft 
at the Coſt of bis own Abaſement, making our Nature, and. 
of dying a Sacrifice for the Sins of Men. Ob bow unwearied,' 
tord, bas thy Kindneſs and Mercy been towards us! And 
how odious and deteſtable are all our Tranſgreſſions againſt 
thee ! When we conſider thee, O Lord, and the Obligations 
which thou haſt laid upon us, we are even confounded 10 
think of the exceeding Vileneſs and Enormity of our Sins, 
We are therefore forced, O Lord. to abhor our ſelves ; We 
kumble, we abaſe our felves before thee. We acknowledge thy 
greateſt Diſpleaſure againſt us to be Fuſt and Righteous: 
and muſt onn, that we bave deſerv'd thou ſhouldſt throw 
us into evzrlaſling Fire which is prepar'd for the Devil 
and his Angels, But, bleſſed be thy Name, there is. Mercy 
with thee, and thou art, through the Undertaking of our - 
bleſſed Mediatour, x God forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſton 
and Sin. We praiſe thee, we magnifie thee, O Lord, fpr thine- 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the World by AF Lord+ 


Feſus Chriſt. Glory be 10 the Father, and #0 the Son, and 10 


the Holy Gboſt, for this wonderful Favour and Relief in on 
H ow 
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low, end deſperate Condition. Encouraged, 0 Father, by the 
Sacrifice of thy Son, and relying upon the Metias of it, we 
return wito thee : We deſire to return to our Duty. We glad- 
ly and thankfully accept of the new Offers of Grace and 
Favour with thee, which thou art pleaſed 10 make us; we 
Jubmit 10 the gentle and eafie Terms thou requireſt of us, 
and we bumbly ſock thy Favour upon thoſe Conditions. We 
were, O Lord, by the kind Diſpenſation of thy Providence, 
M our early Infancy, dedicated to thee, and engag'd in 
that happy Covenant, which thou affordeſt us as the Way 
ef our Salvation : But we muſt with ſhame confeſs, that 
we have broken this Covenant, and liv'd in t00 great neg- 
led of it ; and have added to the other Heinouſneſs and 
Wickedneſs of our vile Sins, the great Guilt of breaking our 
Vows and Promiſes to thee. As Tnſible of our unworthy Be- 
baviour, again, O Lord, we deſire 10 renew thoſe Bonds, 
«nd we earneſtly defire hey may be ſo confirm'd by this re- 
xewal of them, as-that they may never be broken any, more, 
We rengunce bis withed World, our own corrupt Nature, 
and thine Adverſary tbe Devil ; we pu» poſe not 10 juffer our 

ſelves to follow, nor be led by them. V2: will receive O 
Lord, what thou requireſt us to believe ; ad we devore our 

ſelves to keep and:obey thy (Holy, Fuſt ind Good Command- 
ments, through the whole Courſe of our Lives : To be always 
nnder the Influence.and 'Power of 10ve to thee, and to our 

Neighbowrs : To love' thee with all our Eeart, with «ll our 
Soul, and with al! our Might; and our Neigbbour as Our 

ſelves. 0 Father of Merctes, graciouſly accept of our Re- 

pertance, and return unto thee : Look upon the Death of thy 

Son, and turn from us all thy Wrath : Fuſtifie us frecly by 
thy Crace ; pardon all our Sins upon tbe Account of it ; 
teke us into thy Service, and gram that we may ever bere- 
after pleaſe thee in Newneſs and Holineſs of Life. 

Feſus, thou Son of God, bave Mercy ugon us, O Chriſt 
bear us; be thou our Advocate with thy Father ! By thy 
Holy Nativity and Circumciſion 3 by thy Meritorious Crojs 
and Paſſion ; by thy precious Death and Burial ;, by thy 
Glorious Reſwrefttion and Aſcenſion take us imo thy Care 
and Protettion : Thou that baſt done. ail theſe things for 
us, bave Mercy uton us: 0 be thou Jeſus to us, aud ſave 
us from, our Sins : Give us, according to ky P! onuje, W 
tbe 
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them that receive thee, the glorious Priviledge to become 
the Son of God : We accept of thee, O Lord, as a King to 
rule us, and will ſtudy to bnow and endeavour to obey, thy 
Commands : We earneſtly deſire thy Teaching as our great 
Prophet ; and will receive and comply with thy Divine In- 
ftruftions, *bowever contrary they are to the corrupt Byaſs 
of our Nature, and our Love of this World. Lord, we. pur- 
poſe to confirm our ſelves 10 them by the Dire&#ion of thy 
excellent Example, and uot to be conformed to this World. 
And we will always acknowledge our utter nnworthineſs 
the leaſt Good, and place all our Hopes in thy Merits and 
Interceſſson as our great High Priefh O let as find by the 
good Succeſs of all our bumble Addreſſes, that thon. haſt 
Compaſſion on our Miſeries, and doſt ever live to make In- 
rerceſſion for us. | 
But, alas, we bave promiſed and refolv/d more than we 
are able 10 perform without the Influence aud Aſſiſtance of 
thy good Spirit, We therefore addreſs our ſelves 10 thee, 
O bleſſed Spirit : Come down, we beſeech thee, imo our 
Hearrs ; replenifh us abundantly with thy Grace let us be- 
come thy Sacred covſecrated Temples, and de thou tvermore 
dwell in us : Bayiſh and purge out of us for ever. all that is 
contrary and difpleaſng to thee. Teach us, that denying all 
ungodlineſs, aud worldly Luſts, we may live ſoberly, and 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World. Write thy 
Law in our Hearts, that we may never depart from it, In- 
treaſe and maintain our Faith; increaſe and continue - our 
Love ; cheriſh all Grace in us ; and cauſe ns to perſevere in 
Holineſs, and Vertue, and welk-doirg,- t0- the .End of our 
Liues. Keep imus the Knowledge and Love of God, and of 
his Son Feſus Chriſt our 1ord. We purpoſe, 0 Holy Spirit, 
duly to wait for thy bleſſed ſaving Influences in 4 diligens 
Attendance on thy Sacred Ordinances, the Word and Sa> 
craments : | Ob let us be always in due firmneſs 10 attend 
them, when the bappy Opportuninies of doing ſo are afford- 
edus ; and let them be always bleſt t0 us, and be effettual © 
30 promore our Sandification, and Salvation. 


[| Inſert this when this Prayer is uſed in the Morning ] 
We give thanks t0 the God of all Mercies for the ſafe Pro- 
teftion, rhe quiet and comfortable Reſt of the laſt Wh 
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We. e this. Day 9d (ol, quri Livts t9. y-Service, ds 
the res which -thou giveſt us 0 do3 Mu mrdfa, 


O Lind, inal, 4nd c02p8 It in Feſus Ch L9G. 


-iÞ faſert.this when this Prayer i is uſed” at Night} I 
| migbten our dark Souls, we beſeech thee, O'Lord, with 7 
4, the 'Knowleage that is woveſs r0-0u7 Salvarion ; Fill tts 
prith d:vout Aﬀetlions, and let thy. Love always paſſ-ſs and 
rule-us : Be thou, we pray, -our Proteftion this Fg from 

of the. Perils and Dower? of it 


, May the Grace of our Lord Feſus C wiſ, the Love of God 4 
wk Father; and the Communion of tbe Holy G oſt, ' be with , 
us all. benceforgh for evermore. Amen. . ,,. Ns 


Our Father which, £5. 
FINIS. 


—w_— 


Some BOOK S lately writ by the Reverend 
* Dr. Asſheton, and Sold by Brab, AVER at 
- the Three Pigeons in Cornbill, 


© = 1: a e.. "I 
634 THO! ates: © _ 


A Piſepule of Death Bed Repentance: Price bound 
6. > 
A Method of Daily Devotions, fitted to the meaneſt 
Capacities in 24%, Price 2 4. 
_ . A" Method of Devotion for the Lord's Day; fitted 
to the meaneft Capacities, in 24% Price 2 d< © | 
A Diſcourſe againft Drunkennefs, Swearing and: Cur- Wo 
Ting z. in 24% Price 2.4. 4 
A Brief Exhortation to the Holy Communion, with $ 
the;Nature and Meaſure of Preparation CONCELAINg its A 
| 2929's 'Price 2:4; | \* . 
A Diſcourſe apainft Debauchery and Prophanoueſs 3 = 
in 24% Price 24. ! 
- Seaſonable Advice to the SocieticYſur Refurmatior of 
'Manders-'; 249+ Price'2,: d. 
- Theſeare 4he Prizes ſingle z but.cheaper t0 thoſe who 
AC ſo Charitable to givg.away Numbers. 


